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LENTEN MISSION
Ogdensburg _ St. Mary’s Cathedral and
Notre Dame Parish are sponsoring a
Lenten Mission.

Date: March 4,5,6
Presenter: Father Scott D. Fobare, pastor

of St. Mary and St. Joseph in Massena
Topic: Celebrating & Living My Faith.

Schedule follows:
March 4:  Cultivating Friendship with

God (living fully), 7 p.m. Mass and homily
at St. Mary's Cathedral, confessions fol-
low session

March 5:  Giving Ourselves to God (liv-

ing freely), 7 p.m. Mass and homily at
Notre Dame Church, confessions follow
session

March 6: Encouraging a Life of Com-
munion  (living HOLY lives)  7 p.m. Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Norfolk – The Church of the Visitation’s
Catholicism program has begun for the
Lent and Easter season.

Schedule: Tuesday mornings – 9 a.m.
Mass followed by a light social; 9:45 a.m.
DVD presentation by discussion.
Wednesday evenings – 5:30 p.m. Mass
followed by a light social; 6:30 p.m. DVD
presentation followed by discussion.

Contact: 315-384-4242 for more infor-
mation

FISH DINNERS DURING LENT
Star Lake – St. Hubert’s Church will have
fish dinners every Friday during Lent.

Date: through March 22
Time: 5 p.m.
Costs: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8
Features: Deep fried or oven baked.

Take-outs call 848-3612

DURING TURBULENT TIMES
Ogdensburg – Dr. Barbara Walker & Pa-
tricia Kelley of COPE Consulting Services
are presenting a program  “Holding
Steady During Turbulent Times”

Date: Feb. 27
Time: Two sessions 10 a.m. to noon or 5

p.m. to 7.
Place: Off the Hook Bed and Breakfast, 7

Butternut Street (off Rt. 37, Lisbon)
Cost: $10 per person, includes meal
Features:    This workshop will provide a

strong start in taking control of grief and
understanding its effect on us and the
people in our lives.

Contact: 315-393-3287 for reservations

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Massena – The Catholic Community of
Massena/Louisville will be using Fr.
Robert Barron’s video series “Catholi-
cism” during this Year of faith.

Dates: On Wednesdays, Feb. 20,27;
March 6; April 10,17,24; May 1,8
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8
Place: St. Mary’s Social Hall
Cost: No cost, but workbooks can be pur-

chased for $25 

RITE OF ELECTION
Ogdensburg – Bishop LaValley will pre-
side at the annual Rite of Election for
Catechumens and the Call to Continuing
Conversion of Candidates for those
preparing to enter the Catholic Church.

Date: Feb. 24
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ST. LAWRENCE

YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Amanda Conklin
Campus Minister, St. Mary’s, Canton

Our Church is heading
into a transitional stage as
the Cardinals will soon
enter the conclave in Rome
to elect a new pope, and the
youth and young adults of
our Church are more impor-
tant now than ever. Our
Church depends on the
younger generations to up-
hold the teachings and in-
tegrity of the faith. Many
recognize this urgent need
to reach out to the youth,
but aren’t sure how exactly
to go about this ministry.

I’ve found that there
needs to be a fine balance
between fellowship and for-
mation with the young peo-
ple of our church.
Sometimes it can be difficult
for youth ministers, cate-
chists and campus minis-
ters to avoid leaning either
too far toward pizza and
game night or too far to-
ward Master’s level Theol-
ogy. This is one thing that
I’ve quickly discovered as I
continue my vocation as
Campus Minister for St.
Lawrence University and
SUNY Canton. The students
don’t want “fluff,” but they
also need to start at a level
they can comprehend.

I dove head first into my
position with St. Mary’s
Church in August. Eager to
use my Theology degree, I
immediately began to make
grand plans for the Campus
Ministry program. I had so
many ideas running through
my head and even kept a
journal so that whenever
another idea popped up, I
could save it for the upcom-
ing semester. Sometimes,
God has a different plan. I
started off my first semester
itching to delve into Theol-
ogy, even beginning a book
study using C.S. Lewis’ “The
Screwtape Letters.” It be-
came clear to me very early
on, that it wasn’t going to
work. At our first meeting to
discuss the book, I looked

around the circle of stu-
dents and saw blank faces
and confused looks. Many
had never heard of C.S.
Lewis. They weren’t used to
the writing style, and it was
agreed upon by all that
maybe we should try some-
thing else. I left the meeting
feeling a little defeated,
knowing that I’d have to
take a different approach to
sharing Catholic theology
with the students. 

As I pondered what to do,
The Holy Spirit quickly re-
minded me of one of the
most important elements of
the Catholic faith, relation-
ship.  Most of the students
didn’t know each other and
only one or two knew me as
they had attended Camp

Guggenheim when I was a
counselor.  I began to real-
ize that once we had a com-
munity formed through
relationship, then I could
begin to unpack the beauti-
ful, though sometimes com-
plex, Theology of the
Catholic Church. 

I’ve already learned many
lessons from my short time
so far as Campus Minister.
One of the biggest is that,
there are no cut and dry ap-
proaches to young adult
ministry. There really can be
no lesson plans, no one set
way. Every group of young
people is different. The
young people of today’s
generation do not live in a
black and white culture.
They are faced with many

difficult situations and
questions but they are hun-
gry for the truth. 

College students don’t
leave their faith responsibil-
ity with mom and dad at
home. They are becoming
adults, taking ownership of
their faith. They are faced
with some of the same
temptations as High School
students, but in a more in-
tensified way. It is so impor-
tant to not only encourage
them to make the right deci-
sions, but to give them the
reasons why those things
matter, the tools to form
their morality and foster
virtue. 

When children are young,
we often teach them the ba-
sics of the faith. As College
students, they need to learn
the connection between
faith and reason in order to
dialogue with their peers
and transform their faith
foundations into a solid
support for the rest of their
life.  

Let us continue to pray in
a special way this Lenten
Season for the youth of the
Church and those who min-
ister to them. It is certainly
a difficult job, but as a
Church, it should be one of
our top priorities. After all,
they are the future of our
Church.  

Hungry for the truth

CONKLIN PHOTO
Anna Padovani of Delhi, N.Y., a freshman at St. Lawrence University, explains the process for canonization of saints in the church
during a recent meeting of the St. Lawrence University Newman Club. 
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The annual North Country

Catholic subscription campaign

begins Sunday in all the

parishes of the diocese. Bishop

LaValley writes that  subscrib-

ing to the NCC is especially im-

portant in this Year of Faith 

A day to honor 800 commissioned

lay ministers,pray for 50 to be

commissioned and announce new

formation classes for September
CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Pope Benedict XVI leaves on a wheeled platform after celebrating Ash Wednesday Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican
Feb. 13. The service was expected to be the last large liturgical event of Pope Benedict's papacy. The pope announced Feb. 11
that he will resign at the end of the month. See pages 10-11 for more coverage.

Bishop LaValley has re-
quested that each parish of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg cele-
brate a Mass for Pope Benedict
XVI in the coming weeks.

The bishop will offer a dioce-
san Mass for the pope Friday,
Feb. 22, the Feast of the Chair
of St. Peter,  at 12 Noon at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.  He has in-
vited the faithful to join him at
the cathedral.

The diocesan Office of Wor-
ship, has provided new prayers
for the celebration of Mass dur-
ing this period. Among the sug-
gested Prayers of the Faithful:
That Pope Benedict XVI, who
has served the Church faith-
fully as Supreme Pontiff, may
find peace and consolation as
he turns to a life of prayer for
the Church, we pray to the
Lord.

Bishop LaValley’s
statement on the
pope’s retirement

The Church, indeed, the whole world has been so richly
blessed these last eight years through the pontificate of
Pope Benedict XVI.  While the (Feb. 11)  announcement of
his retirement at the end of this month came as a complete
surprise, one can certainly understand it, given the grueling
schedule of the Successor of St. Peter.

I have special affection and respect for the Holy Father
who appointed me three years ago as the Fourteenth Bishop
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  The prophetic and compas-
sionate leadership of this man of deep faith inspires such
hope in millions of people, Catholic and non-Catholic,
throughout the world. 

The Church of Ogdensburg joins people of good will
everywhere in a prayer of deep gratitude for this holy man.  

We now pray for the Church as she prepares to elect and
entrust his successor to the Petrine Office.
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OBITUARIES
Champlain – Carol C. (Trudeau) Castine,
88; Funeral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain – Constance R. “Connie” Wells,
60; Funeral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Glenwood Ceme-
tery.

Chateaugay – Frances (Bassford) Gard-
ner, 98; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at
St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Mooers.

Edwards - Rosemarie Ann (Adams)
Oelschlager, 73; Funeral Services Feb. 13,
2013 at Sacred Heart Church; burial in
Fairview Cemetery.

Lowville – Catherine A. “Kaye” Sweet, 89;
Funeral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St.
Peter’s Church; burial in Florida National
Cemetery.

Malone – Ernest George Lancto, 84; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Mineville – Beverly A. (Baldwin) DeZalia,
68; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at All
Saints Church.

Ogdensburg – Cecilia M. Perkins, 52; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 12, 2013 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – Felipe Tanglao, 64; Funeral
Service Feb. 15, 2013 at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral; burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – William F. “Buck” Tebo, 80;
Funeral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – Michael Whyte, 67; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at Frary Fu-
neral Home; burial in Ogdensburgh
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Melvin E. “Mel” Bennett
Sr., 87; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at
St. Peter’s Church; burial in St. Peter’s
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Marion M. DeCelle, 92; Fu-

neral Feb. 11, 2013 at St. John’s Church;
burial in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Shawn J. Fleming, 45; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St. John’s
Church; burial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Redwood – Carolyn E. Coleman Pratt, 73;
Funeral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Church.

Watertown – Clairetta A. Kehoe, 81; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Cecelia’s
Cemetery.

West Chazy – Joyce H. Cramer Nephew;
Funeral Services in the spring at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Oakwood
Cemetery.

Westport – Marjorie M. (Lawrence)
White, 96; Funeral Services Feb. 12, 2013
at St. Philip Neri Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

NEW YORK – Father Andrew Small, OMI, National Director of the
Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States, has issued
the following statement:  

On behalf of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United
States, I offer our prayers and deep affection to our Holy Fa-
ther, Pope Benedict XVI, chief missionary of the Church, as he
steps aside from the Chair of Peter into a new life of retire-
ment, of quiet prayer and of continued devotion to the Lord.

When I was introduced to Pope Benedict in 2011, the Pope
immediately recognized the tremendous love that American
Catholics have for him and for the Church: “Great works,” he
said to me, smiling, acknowledging the generosity of
Catholics here at home for the Church throughout the world.

The Pope’s decision to retire is a characteristic act of love
for the whole Church, above all else. He has offered us an ex-
ample of true humility. The consummate teacher, he contin-
ues to show us that only in union with Christ are all things
possible.

Like St. Paul, Pope Benedict XVI has poured out his life in
service of God, the Church and the poor. He has not yet run
his race to the very end. We pray for him as he enters this
next stage of his life. And as we do, we commit ourselves to
the ongoing Year of Faith, asking that it may bring renewed
energy to the mission of the Church. In this period of transi-
tion, we pray for the Church, confident that the Lord remains
close to us, now in a special way. God Bless the Pope!

---
The Pontifical Mission Societies were given the title “Pontif-

ical” in 1922 and have special responsibility in the Universal
Church. They are under the direct canonical jurisdiction of
the Holy Father who, together with the entire body of Bishops,
remind the faithful of their baptismal call to mission, as they
gather basic support for more than 1,150 mission dioceses
in Asia, Africa, Europe, the Pacific Islands and Latin America.
The Pontifical Mission Societies include the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, the Missionary Childhood Associa-
tion, the Society of St. Peter Apostle, and the Missionary Union
of Priests and Religious.

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation
of the Faith” when writing or changing your Will

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Statement on the
decision of Pope
Benedict to retire
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Who would have thought –
just 10 days ago – that 2013
would become such a critical
year for the Catholic
Church?

Yes, we knew that
the Year of Faith was
continuing. 

Yes, we knew that, in
our diocese, there
would be ordinations
to the priesthood and
diaconate and a com-
missioning to lay min-
istry?

But a new pope?
Pope Benedict XVI’s

shocking announce-
ment on Feb. 11 that he would
step down from the papacy at
the end of the month has been
a source of sadness, concern,
gratitude and curiosity among
Catholics around the world.

Personally, I see Pope Bene-
dict’s decision as a sign of

great generosity and humility.
It’s rare for anyone to back

away from a position of power,
but our pope under-
stands that the Catholic
Church needs a leader
with boundless energy
and good health, espe-
cially in these most
challenging times.

Cardinal Timothy M.
Dolan of New York ex-
pressed it perfectly. The
pope's announcement
is "is but another sign
of his great care for the
church,” he said. “The
Holy Father brought the

tender heart of a pastor, the in-
cisive mind of a scholar and
the confidence of a soul united
with his God in all he did.

"We are sad that he will be re-
signing,” Cardinal Dolan said,
“but grateful for his eight years
of selfless leadership as suc-

cessor of St. Peter. “
This BIG news along with the

rest of our good news about
the Year of Faith, special litur-
gies, parish events and so
much more offer endless rea-
sons for Catholics in the dio-
cese to welcome the North
Country Catholic into their
homes.

For less than a cup of coffee
every week, the NCC offers an
unmatched source of unity,
evangelization and information
for the 94,000 Catholics spread
across 12,000 square miles in
northern New York.

The North Country Catholic
provides instant Catholic news
(the announcement of the
pope’s resignation appeared on
the NCC Facebook page just
after 6 a.m. on Feb. 11 and
Bishop LaValley’s statement be-
fore noon) as well as solid
analysis of critical Catholic

events in our printed publica-
tion.

Bishop LaValley has urged
every Catholic family in the
diocese to subscribe to the
diocesan newspaper, especially
during this Year of Faith.

And, in this year more than
any other, we can guarantee
that more big Catholic news is
coming!

Renew, start a subscription
or buy a gift subscription dur-
ing this year’s campaign or di-
rectly through our office by
calling 315-608-7556

And, if you can, send enough
for a couple weekly cups of
coffee to help us continue our
outreach online, where every-
thing is free! 

(Check out this week’s center-
fold for the list off all such
generous subscribers – for
whom we are most grateful -
from 2012.)

“I call you friends, since I
have made known to you all
that I heard from my father…
The command I give you is
this, that you love one an-
other.” (John 15:14)

At the Last Supper, Jesus tells
his apostles of God’s great love
for them and his great love for
them and that he wants to be
their - and our - friend.  

The purpose of our spiritual
life as Catholics is to cement
our friendship with Jesus – to
establish a strong relationship
with Our Lord and Savior. 

So, there are times during
our Church year - like Lent –
for us to dedicate ourselves to
doing something to renew our
relationship with the Lord.  

During Lent, we find time for
more prayer, especially by par-
ticipating in the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass more often. The
Mass, after all is our best
prayer.  

In the Mass, we meet Jesus in
a very special way – a sacra-
mental way.  In the Holy Eu-
charist, Jesus truly becomes
one with us.

In this retreat that we call

Lent, we take on acts of morti-
fication – “giving up  some-
thing” – so as to open
ourselves to a better relation-
ship with the Lord.  Lent is
about allowing God to enter
our lives as we again recognize
God’s great love for us and
work to strengthen our rela-
tionship with Jesus.

This is about divine revela-
tion.  We believe that we know
God in faith through divine
revelation.  We believe that
God reveals himself to us so
that we know all that we need
to know about God and how
God expects us to live.  

The Second Vatican Council
dedicated an entire document
to revelation – the Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revela-
tion (Dei Verbum).

This document teaches us
that divine revelation is more
than a collection of facts about
God, but rather that God
shares his very self with us
through our relationship with
Jesus.

Our approach to revelation in
the spirit of the Council is a
personalistic approach to God.
God comes to us in way we can
recognize – person to person –
through the person of Jesus.  

Our approach to God is
through Jesus.  Jesus sums up
all revelation for us. 

As Christians, we allow God
to be part of our lives through
a good relationship with Jesus.
Again, I want to remind you
that the best way for us to es-
tablish that relationship is
through our participation in
the Mass.  

In the Mass, we read the
Scriptures, discover Jesus in
the Gospels and find Jesus
throughout the whole Bible. We
learn of his life and the full-
ness of his message. This is
God reaching out to us as we
allow Jesus to become more a
part of our lives.  

In the Eucharist of the Mass,
we truly and sacramentally
unite ourselves with the Lord,
Jesus.  

In this sacrament, as we re-
ceive the Blessed Eucharist in
Holy Communion, Jesus truly
becomes one with us, bringing
us the love of the Lord and
truly increasing our friendship
with Our Savior. 

I often tell people never to
leave Jesus in the Church.
Rather, allow the Lord to be-
come part of your life in all
you do in this world.  Through
this sacrament of the Holy Eu-
charist, truly the Lord Jesus is
one with us.  

May we never forget that the
Lord wants to be one with us.
May our lives show to the
world that we are friends of
the Lord Jesus.

So, I encourage people to rec-
ognize that the best spiritual
activity during Lent is frequent
attendance at Mass.  

Find the opportunity for each
time you participate in the
Mass, your friendship with the
Lord will become stronger and
more alive.
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On Oct. 11, 2012, we
joined Pope Benedict XV in a
Year of Faith with a determi-
nation to strengthen our
personal relationship with
Jesus and to share that faith
with others.

As the Year of
Faith continues
through 2013, I
hope that we will
all proclaim, even
more boldly, the
gift of our precious
Catholic faith. 

Our diocesan
newspaper, the
North Country
Catholic is a vital
means that we have
to help us embrace
this lifelong mis-
sion.

Since 1946, every bishop
of the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg has relied on the North
Country Catholic to be a
source of information, evan-
gelization and unity

Catholics who live in our
North Country diocese.

During these challenging
times, it is more important
than ever that we welcome a
Catholic perspective on the

news of the day into
our homes.

During the past
year, new features
have been added to
the paper – Making
Sense Out of
Bioethics, weekly re-
flections by Father
Bill Muench and per-
sonal faith stories
from Catholics

across the diocese –
which offer educa-
tion and inspiration
to every reader.

The North Country
Catholic certainly helps us
to embrace our faith as in-
formed parishioners.

This weekend the annual
North Country Catholic sub-
scription campaign begins

in all the parishes of the
diocese. I know that those
who subscribe to the North
Country Catholic enjoy
reading the timely and rele-
vant articles on prayer,
scripture, Church and reli-
gious news that are featured
every week. 

If you are a current sub-
scriber of the North Country
Catholic, please renew your
subscription in this week’s
campaign.  Why not con-
sider obtaining a subscrip-
tion as a gift for a family
member?  I invite those who
don’t currently subscribe to
consider how important it is
today to be an informed
Catholic Christian and allow
our diocesan newspaper to
be a vehicle to help them
and their families grow in
faith.

I hope that you accept my
invitation to welcome the
North Country Catholic into
your home.

FOLLOW ME

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

At a Feb. 12 gathering of the priests of Clinton Deanery, Sheri King, new regional direc-
tor of Catholic Charities spoke with the clergymen. Above, front, from left are Ms. King
and Deborah Long, administrative assistant at the office; back, Msgr. Joseph Aubin,
founding director of the regional office;  Father Scott Seymour, a member of the Board
of Directors for Catholic Charities; and Father Patrick Mundy, recently retired at St.
Peter's and past regional director, and Almost all the priests in the deanery attended at
the meeting held in the Emmaus Room at St. Peter's in Plattsburgh.

PRIESTS MEET NEW DIRECTOR

By Patrick Donahue
Formation for Ministry program coordinator

The Feb. 10 observance of
Lay Ministry Sunday has pro-
vided us the opportunity to
celebrate with the nearly 800
commissioned lay ministers
in the diocese, and keep in
special prayer the 50 candi-
dates who will become com-
missioned June 30.

With Lay Ministry Sunday,
the Formation for Ministry
campaign has officially
“kicked off, ” providing a
challenge to those in the
pews to serve in a more ac-
tive role in the life and the
mission of the church.  

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
said,  “By virtue of our bap-
tism, each of us has the re-
sponsibility of proclaiming
what our God has done for
us…. The Church is so en-
riched through the ministry
that our commissioned lay
ministers offer to their local
parishes.”

As changes continue in our
parishes throughout the dio-
cese, the need for well-
trained commissioned lay
ministers has perhaps never
been greater.  

More lay ministers will be
commissioned in June; New

Formation for Ministry classes
will begin in  in the fall

The Formation for Ministry
program, initiated by Bishop
Stanislaus J. Brzana in 1990,
has a rich legacy in the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg. 

Since that time nearly 1000
laypersons have discerned
their call to ministry and
completed the program.  

The two-year program in-
cludes eight courses of study
in Church, sacraments,
Christology, communica-
tions, moral theology, social
justice, spirituality and scrip-
ture. 

Areas of ministry include

catechetical ministry, parish
outreach ministry, and youth
ministry; all candidates will
receive training in serving in
liturgical ministry such as
lector, Eucharistic minister
and sacristan. 

In addition there are re-
quired retreats and work-
shops that participants
attend over the two year pe-
riod that help develop per-
sonal spirituality and
ministry. 

Classes are held weekly, in
the evening.  

Following successful com-
pletion of the program, can-
didates become
commissioned into ministry
service. 

The bishop presides at the
commissioning liturgy is
presided  at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral in Ogdensburg.

Sites for the next Forma-
tion of Ministry program
have already been selected
and include Morrisonville,
Massena, and Watertown.
Those interested in applying

for the program should first
meet with their pastors. Ap-
plication forms are available
in all parishes.

“This is an excellent means
of gaining personal knowl-
edge of our faith and of
preparing to participate
more fully in the faith life of
the parish family,” Bishop
LaValley said. “We must, no
matter our age, learn more
about our faith. 

“Let us pray that more
women and men will step
forward and enjoy learning

about the richness of our
Catholic faith and commit to
fuller participation in their
parish through their enroll-
ment in the Formation for
Ministry Program, “ the
bishop said.

Further information about
the Formation for Ministry
program is available from
Patrick J.  Donahue, program
coordinator 315-393-2920
ext. 412, or email pdon-
ahue@dioogdensburg.org or
from the website www.dioog-
densburg.org/formation.

Year of Faith and the NCC

Lay Ministry Sunday: day to celebrate and pray
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LENTEN ADORATION
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Church will offer
weekday adoration during Lent begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday after the morn-
ing daily Mass at 7 AM and will end with
Benediction at 7 PM on Wednesday of
Holy Week. 

Schedule: Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. after
7 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m.; Mon. only After
7 a.m. Mass until 9 p.m.

Contact: To sign up for one hour a week
of adoration or for more information, call
the rectory at 563-1692 or email kje-
leshouse@verizon.net.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Treadwell Mills – St. Alexander & St.
Joseph’s Church will hold an all you can
eat Pancake Breakfast.

Date: March 3
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: St. Joseph’s Church Parish Hall

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Peru – Court St. Monica of St. Augustine’s
is having its annual Corned Beef Dinner.

Date: March 16
Time: 4 p.m. to 6:30
Place: St. Augustine Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 4-12, $4
Entertainment: Don-Yo DJ Service 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Plattsburgh – The Elizabeth Seton Chap-
ter of the National Honor Society will
host a spaghetti and meatball dinner.

Date: March 23
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Place: Seton Academy
Cost: Adults, $7; children under 12, $5
Features: All profits will go toward the

Seton Catholic “40 Days of Hope” project.  

SOUP-SALAD-BREAD
Altona – Holy Angels will hold Soup-
Salad-Bread Wednesdays during Lent.

Place: Parish Hall
Time: 5:15 p.m. to 6:30; 6:30-7 pray be-

fore the Blessed Sacrament with Stations
of the Cross; 7 p.m. Celebrate Mass.

Contact: Sandy or Fr. Gilbert at 518-236-
5848

TAG SALE
Mooers Forks – The Mooers K of C Auxil-
iary will be sponsoring a Tag Sale.

Dates: March 8, 9 & 10
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Anne’s Church Hall

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
West Chazy – St. Joseph’s Men’s Club
present their Annual All You Can Eat Pan

cake Breakfast.
Date: March 10
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $6; Children 6-10, $3;

under 5, Free

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer will offer a
Lenten Bible Study Program.

Dates: Feb.  16; March 9 & 16; April 6
Time: 10:30 a.m. to Noon
Features: Rita Breen will be reflecting on

themes of Lent Light lunch provided.  Do-
nations appreciated.

Contact: RSVP 518-594-3253 or
toolaprayerhouse@gmail.com 

LENTEN RETREAT
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer will offer a
Lenten Retreat.

Date: March 2
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Bill Edwards.
Features: The day will conclude with

Mass. Lunch provided. 
Contact: Email call 518-594-3253 or

olaprayerhouse@gmail.com to register.
Donations for the day appreciated.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is
held throughout the year every Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday.

Place: St. John’s chapel
Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Contact:  call 518-561-5083 or email
us at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Elizabethtown – St. Elizabeth’s will hold
its annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner.

Date: March 17
Time: 2 p.m. to 6
Place: Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $11; children under 12, $5

Features: Corned Beef or Ham, cabbage,
carrots, potatoes with drink and dessert.
Take-out available after 1:30 p.m.  Tick-
ets for a cash raffle and other items 

LIVING OUR FAITH
Schroon Lake - As part of the Year of
Faith program at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church and Saint Joseph's Church, "Liv-
ing Our Faith": The Catechism of the
Catholic Church" Will be presented

Schedule: Fridays at 4:30 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Church, Olmstedville; Sundays
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes,
Schroon Lake.  Features: A summary of
the catechism, known as YOUCAT, is
available at $11.25.

Contact: For further information, call
(518) 532-7100.

ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Malone – Join members of the Malone
Catholic Parishes each Thursday evening
for Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.

Time: 7 p.m. to 8
Place: Notre Dame Church

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – An ecumenical bereave-

ment Meeting is to be held.
Date: Feb. 25
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Sisters of St. Joseph Mother-

house, Hearthside Hospitality Center
Program: Kathy Sheley,  Will talk on

"Healing Through Helping".

LENTEN RETREAT
Evans Mills – Father J. Michael Gaffney is
presenting a compact Lenten retreat for
busy Catholics.

Date: Feb. 24
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 4:30
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Features: Covered-dish supper follows.  
Contact: 315-628-4291 or 315-629-

4425 for more information.

HOOF AND FEATHER DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River K of C will
have a Hoof and Feather Dinner, featur-
ing  beef stew and /or chicken & biscuit 

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Date: March 2
Time: 4 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person

DOLLAR DINNER
Watertown –The Knights of Columbus
Watertown Council #259 will be having
a Dollar Dinner.

Date: March 20
Time: 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Place: IHC Intermediate School

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.

Date: Feb. 28
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7           
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; children $4.50; under 3,

free; sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are
$.75 (Please bring your own containers)

Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m. 

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Watertown – DVD “Catholicism: A Jour-
ney to the Heart of the Faith” to be
shown.

Dates: March 4, 11, 18, 25
Time: 7 p.m. to 8:30
Place: Hearthside Center at the Mother-

house SSJ
Contact: Holy Family Church at 315-

782-2468 for more information

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS
Houseville – Divine Mercy Devotions for
the month of March to be held.

Date: March 3
Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Hedwig’s Church
Features: Vespers (Evening Prayer). Ex-

position of the Most Blessed Sacrament,
The Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benedic-
tion. All are welcome. 

Contact: 348-6260

VIRTUAL TOUR OF ST. PETER’S
Ogdensburg – Father Bryan Stitt will
lead a virtual tour of the Basilica of St.
Peter

Date: March 14
Time:7p.m. 
Place Bishop Brzana Memorial Hall at

St. Mary's Cathedral  
Program: This "Virtual Tour" is offered

as part of the Year of Faith to help people
taste again for the first time the joy of
Pilgrimage. Father Stitt, who currently
serves as diocesan vocation director work
as a tour guide at St. Peter's Tour guide
from 1999 to 2001.  

K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.

Date: March 10
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $7; Children under 12, $4;

Under 5, Free; Family, $18; Take-outs 

LENTEN PARISH MISSION
Massena – The Catholic Community of
Massena/Louisville will host a Lenten
Parish Mission.  

Schedule: March 11 – New Evangeliza-
tion, the Power of God’s Word with Mass
at St. Mary’s Church;     March 12 – Driv-
ing into God’s Healing Presence, Mass
with Communal Anointing for the Sick at
Sacred Heart Church; March 13 – The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me: Renewing
your contract to do God’s Work, Mass at
St. Mary’s Church.

Time: 7 p.m.
Features: Fr. Doug Lucia Will speak o the

theme “Tools for Beginning A New Life.  “
Contact: St. Mary’s Parish Office at 315-

764-0239 or Sacred Heart Parish at 315-
769-2469

FISH & SHRIMP FRY
Gouverneur – St. James School will be
having a Fish & Shrimp Fry every Friday
during Lent.

Date: through March 29
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and

under, $5; under 5, Free
Features: Take-outs available, phone

ahead for faster service, 287-0130.  For
deliveries call 287-0130

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.
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YEAR OF FAITH... STORY OF FAITH

By Rachel Daly
Staff writer

PLATTSBURGH - I’ve known Dominican
Sister Debbie Blow for about five
years, ever since my first trip to
Nicaragua with the North Country
Mission of Hope (of which she is co-
founder and executive director).

Underlying her role in the remarkably
successful humanitarian and

spiritually based work of the Mission
of Hope is the fact that Sister Debbie

is a person of extraordinary faith

In that time, I’ve had the opportu-
nity to see firsthand the fruits of her
labor and that of the Mission’s now-
enormous network of volunteers -
hungry children fed, home-shelters
built, medical care given, orphans’
lives touched, and the list goes on
much longer. 

Yet underlying her role in the re-
markably successful humanitarian
and spiritually based work of the
Mission of Hope is the fact that Sister
Debbie is a person of extraordinary
faith, and one whose life represents
a beautiful unfolding of the kind of
story only God could have envi-
sioned. 

An early stirring of faith for Sister
Debbie occurred at her First Com-
munion. 

“Without necessarily understand-
ing the theology of it,” she said. “
knew that I was being invited into
something special.” 

Then, in eighth grade, she found
herself in Sister Stephanie Frenette’s
religion class, where she says,
“Everyone, especially the girls in that
class, wanted to be like Sister
Stephanie.”

It was there that she started to re-
alize that she might be called to be-
come a sister. 

She underwent some ups and
downs in her faith life as she jour-
neyed through high school, but by
the time she went away to college,
she was “doing the ‘I’ll-do-anything-
except-be-a-nun’ thing.” 

However, a serious illness brought
her home from college, where sud-
denly, all God seemed to be saying to
her was, “Listen to Me.”

Finally, in December of 1973, she
realized what she needed to do. She
talked to her boss and told him she
was leaving to become a religious sis-
ter, and though he offered to pay her
double – DOUBLE - if she would stay,
it only increased her assurance that
she was doing the right thing. 

That very same winter, Sister
Stephanie drove her to Massachu-
setts in a snowstorm to begin her for-
mation as a Dominican Sister of
Hope.

After her formation, she began
teaching middle school religion and

English at St. Peter’s School in Platts-
burgh. “It felt right,” she says. 

She loved encouraging the kids to
ask the tough questions about their
faith. 

She later became principal, and
though again, everything seemed to
be going great, as the years unfolded,
she somehow still felt like she
needed something more. 

A turning point came in 1995 when
she went on a year-long sabbatical to
a place in New Hampshire called the
“Berakah,” Hebrew for “place of bless-
ing.”

There, she updated her studies in
theology, met religious sisters from
around the world, and spent time in
prayer and reflection.

The experience brought her a great
deal of healing, and she underwent
what she calls a second conversion. 

She would later look back and see
this as a way in which God was
preparing her for what was to come.

In 1996, she became a religion
teacher and campus minister at
Seton Catholic in Plattsburgh, and in

1998, she led a group of students
down to Nicaragua to help serve in
the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch.

She recalls that it was there, look-
ing into the eyes of the children, that
she truly felt she was looking into the
eyes of God. 

In the midst of her trip, as she
drove home from the orphanage with
a bus full of tearful students, one of
her them asked her, “Sister, do you
know what the greatest sin would
be?” The answer he gave was, “If we
never came back.”

In time, Sister Debbie realized that
she was in fact being called to go
back. At that point, her words to God
were, “If this is what You want, You’re
going to have to lead me.” 

And she was not disappointed.
Shortly afterward, with the help of
Eve McGill and Yamilette Flores, the
North Country Mission of Hope was
born. 

Now, Sister Debbie makes several
trips to Nicaragua each year, and the
Mission has expanded to include vol-
unteers from around the country and
around the world. 

The Mission continues to make a
remarkable difference, and though
the needs of the poor are endless, the
stories of hope which arise from the
missioners’ hard work and self-sacri-
fice leave no doubt that it is all
worthwhile. 

Sister Debbie says that her role in
the Mission is the culmination of all
that it means to her to be a Domini-
can—especially a Dominican Sister of
Hope—and a person of faith.

“I can now look back and see that
there was such a plan,” she said, “and
it wasn’t mine.” 

Her life is a living witness to the
fact that God is seeking to do great
things with us, and a beacon of the
Gospel to all those whom her life has
touched.

Sister of Hope... woman of faith

MISSION OF HOPE PHOTO
Dominican Sister Debbie Blow, director of the North Country Mission of Hope, is shown with one of the
Nicaraguan children served by the 15-year-old humanitarian organization. Sister Debbie says that when she
looks into the eyes of the children, she feels like she is looking into the eyes of God.
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AT THE MOVIES

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service

Somehow it just wouldn't
be Valentine's Day without a
gooey adaptation of a tale
by Catholic novelist
Nicholas Sparks, the current
master of the romantic
drama. 

This year, it's "Safe Haven"
(Relativity), Lasse Hall-
strom's screen version of
Sparks' 2010 novel of the
same title.

Hallstrom is a veteran of
the genre, having directed
the Sparks-based "Dear
John" in 2010. 

This latest cinematic con-
fection, however, has a
morally dubious core that
will leave ethically conscien-
tious audience members
with an unpleasant after-
taste. 

All of the requisite Sparks
elements are present here:
an attractive couple, a tear-
jerking love story, a pair of
adorable kids, and a beauti-
ful setting along the North

Carolina coast. 
There's also a hint of mys-

tery and a menacing back-
story reminiscent of the
1991 Julia Roberts weepie,
"Sleeping with the Enemy." 

Katie (Julianne Hough)
steps off the bus in the sea-
side town of Southport and
decides to stay. She's been
running from something
sinister but is now deter-
mined to make a fresh start
in a decidedly Rockwellian
place with friendly people
and family values to spare.
So she gets a job, buys a
cabin in the woods, and
paints it yellow, a "happy
color." 

She heeds the wisdom of
her new neighbor, Jo (Cobie
Smulders), who proclaims,
"Life is full of second
chances." 

Once Katie lets down her
defenses and learns to trust
others, her life is full of Alex
(Josh Duhamel), a lonely
widower who runs South-
port's general store. 

Katie warms to him and
his two moppets and, be-

fore long, the music swells,
the sun sets in glorious reds
and oranges, oysters are
consumed, slow dances are
lingered over - and love
blossoms. 

Not so fast, as Katie's past
begins to catch up with her,
threatening the safe haven
she has found. The gun-tot-
ing Kevin (David Lyons) ar-
rives on the scene, having
doggedly pursued Katie for
some time. 

Delving into the details
would constitute a spoiler.
Suffice it to say that Kevin's
appearance is not only bad
news for Katie and Alex, but
for viewers committed to
Judeo-Christian values as
well. 

The film contains brief vi-
olence, an ambiguous atti-
tude toward marital fidelity,
nongraphic adulterous sex-
ual activity with fleeting
partial nudity and a few in-
stances each of profane and
rough language. 

The Catholic News Service
classification is L -- limited
adult audience, films whose

problematic content many
adults would find troubling. 

The Motion Picture Associ-
ation of America rating is

PG-13 -- parents strongly
cautioned. Some material
may be inappropriate for
children under 13. 

CNS PHOTO/RELATIVITY
Julianne Hough and Josh Duhamel star in a scene from the movie "Safe Haven." 

FEBRUARY FUN

Members of the Tupper Lake Youth Group are pictured setting up for the Family Life -
Mardi Gras Dinner held Feb. 10 at the Holy Ghost Parish Center.  From left are Alyssa Tar-
box, Malorie McLear (holding one of the 30 gift baskets auctioned off during the
evening), Nick Rich and Thomas Barton.  

Altar servers from St. James Major Parish, Lake Pleasant; and St. Ann Parish, Wells; were
treated to a “Winter Picnic” at Oak Mountain by Father Sony Pulickal, pastor. Children
and their parents enjoyed an afternoon of tubing followed by a pizza party and games.

Father Joseph Elliott is all decked out for
the Mardi Gras celebration at Sacred
Heart Rectory in Massena.

SAFE HAVEN



By Kathleen M. Gallagher
Director of Pro-Life Activities
New York State Catholic Conference

Abortion is a hot topic at
the New York State
Capitol these days,
which is curious for
a couple of reasons. 

First, the proce-
dure was legalized
here in 1970, three
years before Roe vs.
Wade. And while the
abortion lobby is de-
claring the need “to
protect women’s
freedom to choose,”
no one can point to
any evidence that
the abortion choice is at
risk. Quite simply, it’s not.

Second, it’s now crystal
clear that New Yorkers have
more than enough access to
abortion. The numbers in
our state show an abortion
rate of 33%, compared to a
national average of 19%. 

And a new statewide poll
finds that New Yorkers –
yes, even progressive, Dem-
ocratic, pro-choice New
Yorkers – say there is suffi-
cient access to abortion
here. (See page 12 for poll
information)

So enough already.
Abortion ends the lives of

developing children. When
you peel back the masks of
“freedom” and “choice,” the
reality of abortion is re-
vealed. It is unlike a tonsil-
lectomy or an
appendectomy because “no
other medical procedure in-
volves the purposeful termi-
nation of a potential life”
(U.S. Supreme Court, Harris
v McRae).

Moreover, abortion hurts
women.

CNN just completed an
on-line report which asked
women, “Have you had an
abortion? How do you feel
about it now?” 

The vast number of re-
sponses were filled with suf-
fering, guilt and regret.
Stories of marriage break-
downs, depression, alco-
holism. Even the voices

which said they
didn’t regret their
abortion spoke of
feeling “empty” and
“numb.” Most women
felt they had no
“choice” at all.

Deep down, every-
one knows abortion
is not a “good.” That’s
why elected officials
who call themselves
“pro-choice” continue
to say they want to
make abortion “rare.” 

That’s why 73% of New
Yorkers believe abortion
should be a “last resort,” ac-
cording to the recent poll.

So let’s have at it. Let’s
work together to give
women real choices and de-
crease the devastation that
abortion brings.  

Here are some sugges-
tions for lawmakers:

• Drop the push to pass
the so-called “Reproductive
Health Act.” There is no
piece of legislation that is
less necessary or more dan-
gerous than this one. New
Yorkers overwhelmingly
(80%) oppose unlimited
abortion on demand
through nine months of
pregnancy, which this legis-
lation would enshrine in our
law. The goal is less abor-

tion, not more.
• Restore funding for the

Maternity & Early Childhood
Foundation which funds
prenatal care and parenting
assistance for single low-in-
come young moms. 

The Foundation was ze-
roed out in the proposed Ex-
ecutive Budget and lumped
in with 88 other health-re-
lated programs, which
would have to compete for
reduced funding in a re-
structured process. 

Government needs to put
its money where its mouth
is and show at-risk mothers
and infants that we can love
them both.

• Make sure New York’s
policies are family-friendly.
Governor Cuomo gets it
right when he aims to rea-
sonably accommodate preg-
nant women in the
workplace. Of course preg-
nant workers should be ac-
commodated! 

I’ll never forget the time
immediately following the
birth of my first child, when
I discovered that my state
disability payments lasted
for six weeks, but licensed
day care providers couldn’t
take my baby until he was
eight weeks old. Huh? Just
what was I supposed to do
for that two-week period? 

We need to fix any contra-
dictions or discrimination in
our law to ensure that our
policies value childbirth and
motherhood.

• Enact a “Woman’s Right
to Know” law to give women
considering abortion full in-
formation regarding the
risks, alternatives and facts
about the procedure, and
sufficient reflection time to
think it over. Thirty-five
states have such laws on the
books; not New York. Don’t
New York women deserve
fully informed consent?

• Promote adoption as a
positive choice. How about
tax deductions or credits for
families who adopt? Or
funding for agencies that
provide pregnancy counsel-
ing and supportive services

to frightened young girls at
no cost?  This cost is ulti-
mately passed on in adop-
tion fees, which can become
prohibitive for prospective
adopting families. Or how
about a state-financed pub-
lic relations campaign to en-
courage adoption,
particularly of special needs
kids and children in foster
care? Let’s communicate
clearly that adoption is a vi-
able option.

Those are five steps that
would move New York State
in the right direction.

Surely that’s an agenda
everyone can live with!
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RESPECT LIFE

Helping women: suggestions for lawmakers

Kathleen
Gallagher

By Dennis Poust
Director of Communications
New York State Catholic Conference

As pro-abortion advocates
continue to push for the so-
called “Reproductive Health
Act,” a new statewide poll re-
veals that voters overwhelm-
ingly oppose expanding the
state’s abortion laws and, in-
deed, favor greater restric-
tions on abortion than what
is already in law.

While a majority of respon-
dents (55 percent) described
themselves as “pro-choice,”
two out of three (66 percent)

said there is sufficient access
to abortion in the state. 

When informed of the ac-
tual number of recorded
abortions each year
(111,000), the number of
people who agreed there is
sufficient access to abortion
rose to 79 percent, with only
7 percent of respondents dis-
agreeing that there is suffi-
cient access to abortion in
the state. 

The survey, conducted Jan.
27- 31, 2013, by McLaughlin
and Associates, found that
only 17 percent of likely vot-
ers approve of unlimited
abortion on demand through
the ninth month of preg-

nancy, which would be per-
missible under the “Repro-
ductive Health Act.” 

Conversely 80 percent of
voters disapprove of such a
policy, 61 percent of them
strongly.

Among the survey respon-
dents, 47 percent identified
themselves as Democrats, 29
percent as Republicans and
22 percent as independents.

In other findings:
• 92 percent oppose abor-

tion for selecting the sex of a
baby;

• 89 percent oppose abor-
tion for reducing triplets or
twins to a single child;

Neither of these would be
restricted if the Reproductive
Health Act’s “fundamental

right” to abortion is en-
shrined in state law.

Additionally:
• 75 percent oppose allow-

ing non-doctors to perform
abortions (permitted under
the proposed abortion ex-
pansion plan); and

• 71 percent oppose forc-
ing Catholic hospitals to
allow abortions (permitted
under the proposed abortion
expansion plan).

With regard to regulating
abortion:

• 87 percent support pro-
viding information about op-
tions and risks to pregnant
women before they make an
abortion decision;

• 78 percent support a 24-
hour waiting period prior to
an abortion; and

• 76 percent support
parental notification for mi-

nors’ abortions.
None of these common-

sense regulations over-
whelmingly supported by
voters would be permitted
under the abortion expan-
sion plan.

“These poll results should
send a strong message to
government officials: New
Yorkers, even those who self-
identify as ‘pro-choice,’ don’t
want more abortion in the
state,” said Kathleen M. Gal-
lagher, director of pro-life ac-
tivities for the New York State
Catholic Conference. 

“The public desires pru-
dent and reasonable regula-
tions on the abortion
procedure,” she said. “New
Yorkers want abortion to be
truly rare. Politicians pro-
moting the radical agenda of
groups like Planned Parent-
hood and Naral are out of
step with everyday New
Yorkers, be they Republican
or Democrat.”

The survey was paid for by
the New York City-based
Chiaroscuro Foundation. 

The Catholic Conference
represents New York State’s
Bishops in matters of public
policy.

How many times in our
lives do we wonder if God is
real, and does He have a
face.  He seems so
absent from every
day living.   

Certain privileged
people, however,
are treated to a God
who is “up front
and personal”.   

On this second
week into Lent, our
readings are about
two such happen-
ings.  

Over five thousand
years ago, Abram
(he’s not yet called
Abraham) is undergoing a
test from God before he re-
ceives extensive land in

covenant.  
God asks Abram to per-

form a strange animal sacri-
fice.  In the ancient
world around the
Mediterranean, this
sacrifice signified a
covenant pact be-
tween two parties.
If either party
breaks the promise,
they will be treated
like those animals
that are split open. 

The sacrifice is
prepared, and
Abram is awaiting
divine action in con-
suming the split ani-

mals.  
He becomes frightened as

a cloud plunges him in

darkness for several hours.
After a fiery torch passes
through the sacrifice, God
completes His promise.  

God was definitely “up
front and personal”!  

We find another experi-
ence of God getting per-
sonal in today’s Gospel.

It takes place on a high
mountain as Jesus and a few
of his apostles journey to
Jerusalem .  

Notice how afraid Peter,
James, and John are when
they see Jesus suddenly
transfigured in light.  The
Master seems quite at home
in the glory of Tabor, talking
with Moses and Elijah. 

The great Law-giver and
the great Prophet talk to

Jesus who is the Law and
who will fulfil an ancient
prophecy.  We wonder what
they talked about.  

Perhaps Jesus is telling
them that soon, he will
bring them to everlasting
encounter with light, as
soon as he has risen from
death.  Then, like Abram,
they are plunged into the

darkness of a cloud.  In the
cloud, the voice of the Fa-
ther, thundering from
heaven, tells the frightened
apostles to listen to His
beloved Son.  When the
three apostles open their
eyes, everything is back to
normal.     

If we’re really serious
about Lent, we’ll take the
Transfiguration experience
as Jesus intended. As he
taught a lesson in patience
and hope to Peter, James,
and John, so he teaches us
to listen and wait.  Lent is a
time for us to do  a lot of lis-
tening and a lot of praying.
Eventually, Jesus will lead
us to the light of under-
standing and joy at Easter.
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Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

NEW YORK STATE OF MIND...

Second Sunday of Lent
READINGS

Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:17—4:1

Luke 9:28b-36

FEB. 24

Meeting God ‘up close and personal’

Poll: New Yorkers reject abortion expansion
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Feb. 20 - 12 p.m., Staff Lenten Day of
Prayer at Wadhams Hall, Ogdensburg

Feb. 21 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 22 - 12 p.m., Diocesan Mass for
Pope Benedict XVI on the Feast of the
Chair of St. Peter at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 23 – 4 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 24 - 2:30 p.m., Rite of Election at
St. Mary's Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 25 – 11 a.m., Mass at the Sisters
of St. Joseph Motherhouse,Watertown

Feb. 25 - 7:15 p.m., Novena and Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg

Feb. 26 - 9:45 a.m., Episcopal Council
meeting at the Bishop's Residence in
Ogdensburg

Bishop’s Schedule
The Season of Lent
“From the moment you put piece of
bread in your mouth you are part of
the world. Who grew it? Who made
the bread? Where did it come from?
You are in relationship with all who
brought it to the table. We are least
separate and most in common
when we eat and drink.” 

Thomas Merton
• Pause in prayer before eating to be
grateful for the bounty of creation
and the many hands that     
helped to bring this food to your
table.
• Lent & fish...select seafood that is
good for you and the oceans. Check
a consumer guide to sustainable
seafood at www.edf.org.
• Eat less fast food and highly
processed food this week. HINT:
Shop the perimeter of the store.
Most food in the middle aisles of su-
permarkets are preprocessed and
packaged.   
See:  www.lent45.org
“Lord, to those who are hungry, give
bread. And to those who have bread,
give the hunger for justice.”

Latin American Prayer

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting God's
Children for Adults. Pre-registration on-
line is required in order to participate.
Participants may preregister at
www.virtus.org by selecting the regis-
tration button and following the direc-
tions.

Further information is available from
Atonement Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-
393- 2920, ext. 403.

Feb. 27 - 3 p.m., St. Agnes School,
Lake Placid

March 7 - 4 p.m., St. Mary’s School,
Ticonderoga

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Feb. 20 – Rev. Lucian Leger, O.M.I.,
1874; Rev. Daniel O’Riordan, O.M.I.,
1897
Feb. 21 – Rev. Charles A. Paquette
O.M.I., 1925; Rev. John J. Kelly, 1944
Feb. 22 – Rev. Edward Tortel, O.M.I.,
1901; Rev. Peter H. J. Ryan, 1930
Feb. 23 – Rev. Leo Heinrichs, O.F.M.,
1908; Rev. Edward Blanchard, 1922;
Rev. André Payette, O.M.I., 1976

Feb. 24 – Rev. George Belanger,
1932; Rev. William J. Murphy,
C.S.C.O., 1959

Feb. 25 – Rev. William Howard, 1888;
Rev. P.J. O’Connell, O.S.A., 1895; Rev.
James J. Duffy, 1912; Msgr. L. Kevin
Conners, 1971

Feb. 26 – Rev. Francis X. LaChance,
1916; Rev. John F. Wiley, 1984

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan clergy,
religious, employees or volunteers,
contact the Episcopal Vicar for clergy
Rev, James Seymour at 315-393-2920
or the Victims Assistance Coordinator,
Terrianne Yanulavich,Adult & Youth
Counseling Services of Northern New
York, PO Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY,
12901;  e-mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;
Phone:  518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-
425-0401

To Report Abuse

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has released the following
statement about the State Po-
lice Investigation into an al-
leged scam at St. Mary's
Church in Waddington.

“A police investigation into
an alleged scam at St. Mary's
Church in Waddington was
reported in local newspapers
recently. The Diocese is

aware that such an investiga-
tion is taking place as the re-
sult of a complaint filed with
the State Police by Monsignor
Lawler and another individ-
ual. 

Monsignor Lawler is coop-
erating fully with the State
Police investigation. Because
the matter is under investi-
gation by the New York State

Police and the Diocese does
not want to jeopardize that
investigation, the Diocese
has no further information to
disclose at this time.

As was mentioned in the
newspaper report, Msgr.
Lawler was taken advantage
of in this scam. I want to ex-
press my personal gratitude
and that of the entire Diocese
for Monsignor Lawler's many
years of outstanding service
to the Diocese and his won-
derful concern and care for
the needy of the Diocese. 

I ask you to join me in
praying for Monsignor
Lawler and expressing our
support for him during this
difficult time."

Diocesan statement on scam

Call Christine: 315-608-7556

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NCC
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD

On Ash Wednesday, pope preaches on humility, Christian unity 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Celebrating what was expected to be the last public
liturgy of his pontificate two weeks before his resignation, Pope Benedict XVI
preached on the virtues of humility and Christian unity and heard his highest-
ranking aide pay tribute to his service to the church. Jesus "denounces religious
hypocrisy, behavior that wants to show off, attitudes that seek applause and
approval," the pope said in his homily during Mass in St. Peter's Basilica Feb.
13. "The true disciple does not serve himself or the 'public,' but his Lord, in sim-
plicity and generosity." Coming two days after Pope Benedict announced that
he would be the first pope in 600 years to resign, the Mass inevitably took on a
valedictory tone. "For me it is also a good opportunity to thank everyone, espe-
cially the faithful of the diocese of Rome, as I prepare to conclude the Petrine
ministry, and I ask you for a special remembrance in your prayer," the pope told
the congregation, including dozens of cardinals and bishops, filling the vast
basilica. The Ash Wednesday liturgy, traditionally held in two churches on
Rome's Aventine Hill, was moved to St. Peter's to accommodate the greatest
possible number of faithful. At the end of the Mass, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,
who as secretary of state is the Vatican's highest official, voiced gratitude for
Pope Benedict's pontificate of nearly eight years. 

Pope to live in Vatican monastery established by Blessed John Paul 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The Vatican monastery where Pope Benedict XVI intends
to live began its life as the Vatican gardener's house, but was established as a
cloistered convent by Blessed John Paul II in 1994. When Pope Benedict, 85, an-
nounced Feb. 11 that his age and declining energies prompted his decision to
resign effective Feb. 28, the Vatican said he would move out to the papal villa in
Castel Gandolfo while remodeling work was completed on the Mater Ecclesiae
Monastery in the Vatican Gardens. Pope Benedict said it was his intention to
"devotedly serve the holy church of God in the future through a life dedicated
to prayer." Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, told reporters
Feb. 12 he did not know when the remodeling work would be finished and
Pope Benedict could move in. He said, however, that because the monastery is
small, the pope would be joined by a small staff, but another community of
cloistered sisters would not be moving in. The monastery -- a building of about
4,300 square feet -- had 12 monastic cells and a chapel. The complex, mostly
hidden from view by a high fence and hedges, includes a vegetable garden. It
occupies about 8,600 square feet on a hill to the west of the apse of St. Peter's
Basilica. Over the past 19 years, different orders of cloistered nuns have spent
fixed terms of three-five years in the monastery. The first community was Poor
Clares, then Carmelites, Benedictines and, most recently, Visitandine nuns. The
Visitandine community left in November, and by early December the Vatican
press office had told Catholic News Service that the monastery would be re-
modeled before anyone else moved in. 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)  -While the sur-
prise resignation of Pope
Benedict XVI is a first for the
church in centuries, it also
leads to a complicated pe-
riod of transition that ends in
the election of a new pope. 

Regulated by ancient tradi-
tions and recent rules, the
period between popes -
known by the Latin term "in-
terregnum" - will begin ex-
actly at 8 p.m. Rome time
Feb. 28, a date and time Pope
Benedict stipulated in a dec-
laration he made Feb. 11 for
when the See of Rome and
the See of St. Peter will be va-
cant. 

Normally the interregnum
begins with a pope's death
and is followed by a period
of mourning. 

This time the pope will re-
sign from his ministry and
spend a short period of
prayer at the papal villa in
Castel Gandolfo, south of
Rome, before moving to a
monastery at the Vatican. 

The rules governing the in-
terregnum are matters of
church law, not dogma. 

The apostolic constitution
"Universi Dominici Gregis"
confirms that as long as the
Holy See is vacant, the uni-
versal church is governed by
the College of Cardinals,
which cannot, however,
make decisions normally re-
served to the pope. Such
matters must be postponed
until the new pope is elected. 

Until there is a pope, the
Roman Curia - the Vatican's
network of administrative of-
fices - loses most of its cardi-
nal supervisors and cannot
handle any new business. 

The College of Cardinals is
to deal solely with "ordinary
business and matters which
cannot be postponed." At
present, there are 209 cardi-
nals, and all of them are
asked to meet in Rome to
help administer the transi-
tion period. 

The College of Cardinals
does this through two struc-

tures: a general congrega-
tion, in which all the cardi-
nals are to meet daily; and a
particular four-member con-
gregation, consisting of the
chamberlain of the Holy
Roman Church, Cardinal Tar-
cisio Bertone, and a rotating
team of three cardinal assis-
tants. 

Only those cardinals under
age 80 will be eligible to vote
in the coming conclave. Car-
dinals who are age 80 or over
by the time the "sede va-
cante" begins Feb. 28 are ex-
cluded from the closed-door
proceedings. There will be
117 cardinal-electors on that
date. 

As chamberlain, Cardinal
Bertone is to administer the
goods and temporal rights of
the Holy See until the elec-
tion of a new pope. 

Meanwhile, the dean of the
College of Cardinals, Cardi-
nal Angelo Sodano, is
charged with making prepa-
rations for a conclave to elect
a new pope, and the cardi-
nals must set the time for the
conclave to start. 

The word conclave comes
from Latin, meaning literally
"with key," and reflects the
previous tradition of locking
the cardinals in an area
where they would spend day
and night until the new
pope's election. 

On the day set for entry
into the conclave, the cardi-
nal-electors assemble in St.
Peter's Basilica to attend
morning Mass. In the after-
noon, they walk in proces-
sion to the Sistine Chapel,
located just to the north of
St. Peter's. 

The voting may begin that
afternoon with one ballot; on
following days, normally two
ballots are held in the morn-
ing and two in the afternoon. 

A pope is elected when he
obtains a two-thirds major-
ity, reflecting a change Pope
Benedict established in 2007
that effectively undid a more
flexible procedure intro-

duced by Blessed John Paul. 
According to the new rule,

the two-thirds-majority rule
cannot be set aside even
when cardinal-electors are at
an impasse. 

If the cardinals are dead-
locked after 13 days, the car-
dinals pause for a day of
prayer, reflection and dia-
logue, then move to runoff
ballots between the two lead-
ing candidates. A papal elec-
tion will continue to require
a majority of two-thirds of
the voting cardinals. 

All voting is secret, in writ-
ing, on paper ballots, which
are deposited in a receptacle
by each elector, then
counted. Ballots are taken to
any cardinals residing at the
Domus Sanctae Marthae but
who are too sick to come to
the Sistine Chapel. 

After each morning and af-
ternoon round of voting, the
ballots are burned. 

By tradition but not by
rule, they are burned with
special chemicals to produce
the black smoke signifying
an inconclusive vote, or
white smoke if a new pope
was elected. Due to confu-
sion in the past as people in
St. Peter's Square tried to de-
termine what color smoke
was coming out of the Sistine
Chapel smokestack, the
basilica's bell is also rung to
confirm a successful elec-
tion. 

Once a new pope has been
elected, he is asked if he ac-
cepts the office - he is en-
couraged but not bound to
do so by  current rules - and
is asked to choose a name. 

Traditionally, the senior
member of the cardinal dea-
cons -- currently Cardinal
Jean-Louis Tauran, 69 -- an-
nounces the successful elec-
tion results from the central
balcony of St. Peter's Basilica.
After the new pope has
donned papal robes, he pro-
ceeds to the balcony, where
he greets the public and of-
fers his first blessing. 

Pope Benedict's resignation
will set in motion period of
transition, Feb.28 at 8 p.m.
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HAPPY YEAR OF FAITH HAPPY NEW YEAR

PHOTO BY MARY LOU KILIAN
Agnes Guile, a parishioner of St. Patrick’s Church in Brasher Falls, baked and decorated a” Year of Faith Cake” that
was shared at the Feb. 12 Year of Faith committee meeting in Colton. William Amoriell of Colton and St. Joseph
Sister Mary Eamon Lyng of Watertown display the creation.

PHOTO BY CAITLIN SCHULTZ
Students at Seton Catholic School  in Plattsburgh celebrated Chinese/Lunar New Year Feb. 12. The  photo
shows a group of Seton’s international students celebrating.  In front, from left, are Jin Gu, Tai Danjie, Skylar
Ding,  Raina Wang and Julie Nguyen; back, Francis Yang, David Zhu, Jason Kang, Yukai Wang, Vinny Bui and
Chen Da.
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - For a Catholic
so aware of the importance
of tradition, even traditions
with a small "t," Pope Bene-
dict XVI had to know he was
setting a precedent by re-
signing. 

"This development will
offer options that maybe
were not too obvious before
this courageous decision of
Pope Benedict," said U.S. Car-
dinal Edwin F. O'Brien, grand
master of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem. 

Meeting the press in
Boston, the city's Cardinal
Sean P. O'Malley agreed, say-
ing the pope's decision "will
obviously have an effect
going forward." 

Pope Benedict described
his decision to be the first
pope to resign in almost 600
years as the result of intense
prayer and an examination of
his conscience before God.
Once in six centuries does
not set a rule, but the under-
standing reception that the
pope's decision has received
within the church suggests
that it will not be another
600 years before it happens
again. 

As head of a spiritual com-
munity that now numbers
about 1.2 billion members all
over the world, the pope did
not approach the decision as
a secular leader would. While
he obviously talked to a few
people about it, the 85-year-
old pope described it as a
matter of personal con-
science, which implies he
may have discussed it with a
trusted spiritual guide, but
did not seek broad consulta-
tion or a consensus. 

Even though Pope Benedict
and his older brother, Msgr.
Georg Ratzinger, are very
close, the elder Ratzinger
told reporters at a news con-
ference Feb. 11 he was "very
surprised" by his brother's

decision, but understood
why he did it. 

Confirming what the Vati-
can press spokesman had
said, Msgr. Ratzinger told the
British Broadcasting Corp.
that his brother had been
considering stepping down
for months; he also told the
BBC that the pope's doctor
had advised him not to take
any more trans-Atlantic trips. 

"When he got to the second
half of his 80s, he felt that
his age was showing and that
he was gradually losing the
abilities he may have had
and that it takes to fulfill this
office properly," Msgr.
Ratzinger told the BBC. 

In prayer before God, Pope
Benedict had to face impor-
tant conflicting values: the

tradition of a pope serving
until death; the faith state-
ment - often repeated by
Blessed John Paul II - that
God would relieve a pope
from office when it was time,
meaning the pope would die;
and the practical energy
needed to minister to a far-
flung flock in an age of in-
stant communication where
events hit the Internet before
any considered, prudent re-
sponse can be formulated. 

An ecumenical partner and
esteemed theological col-
league of Pope Benedict's
said he was not totally sur-
prised by the pope's deci-
sion. Anglican Bishop Rowan
Williams, who stepped down
in late December as the arch-
bishop of Canterbury and

head of the worldwide Angli-
can Communion, told Vati-
can Radio he and Pope
Benedict spoke last March
about the possibility of being
able to retire and devote
one's life completely to
prayer and study. 

"In our last conversation, I
was very conscious that he
was recognizing his own
frailty, and it did cross my
mind to wonder whether this
was a step he might think
about," Bishop Williams told
Vatican Radio. 

While the bishop would
not release details of his pri-
vate conversation with the
pope, he said, "It was a sense
I had that he was beginning
to ask the question, 'Is it pos-
sible to carry on with a good

conscience,' and I'm sure it
must be in his mind that for
all the previous pope's im-
mense courage and the ex-
ample he set in shouldering
on to the end, it might not be
- now - for the best interests
of the whole church." 

Loosening the tradition of
leadership until death is a
matter the Eastern Catholic
churches and even the
worldwide Jesuit order have
been coming to accept, espe-
cially since the Second Vati-
can Council and particularly
given the fact that people
live longer today, even in in-
creasing physical and mental
frailty. 

Jesuit Father Peter-Hans
Kolvenbach, the former Je-
suit superior, was required to
obtain Pope Benedict's per-
mission to announce his in-
tention to step down in 2008,
the year Father Kolvenbach
turned 80. A few days after
Jesuit Father Adolfo Nicolas
was elected to succeed Fa-
ther Kolvenbach, the new su-
perior told reporters it was
unlikely any Jesuit leader
again would feel an absolute
obligation to serve until
death. 

In a speech to seminarians
of the Diocese of Rome Feb.
8, three days before he an-
nounced his resignation,
Pope Benedict made a re-
mark that, in hindsight,
could help people recognize
both the sacrifice Blessed
John Paul made by staying in
office as Parkinson's disease
ravaged his body and the
sacrifice of Pope Benedict
stepping down. 

Like St. Peter, he said, "we,
too, are called to accept the
martyrological aspect of
Christianity, which can take
very different forms." 

"The cross can have very
different forms," Pope Bene-
dict told the seminarians,
"but no one can be a Chris-
tian without following the
Crucified One, without also
accepting the moment of
martyrdom." 

Precedent and sacrifice
Papal decision offers options for the future 

CNS PHOTO/DONATELLA GIAGNORI, POOL
Aides assist Pope Benedict XVI as he walks in procession from the portico of St. Peter's Basilica for Ash Wednesday Mass at the Vatican
Feb. 13. The service was expected to be the last large liturgical event of Pope Benedict's papacy. The pope announced Feb. 11 that he
will resign at the end of the month. 
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - For a Catholic
so aware of the importance
of tradition, even traditions
with a small "t," Pope Bene-
dict XVI had to know he was
setting a precedent by re-
signing. 

"This development will
offer options that maybe
were not too obvious before
this courageous decision of
Pope Benedict," said U.S. Car-
dinal Edwin F. O'Brien, grand
master of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem. 

Meeting the press in
Boston, the city's Cardinal
Sean P. O'Malley agreed, say-
ing the pope's decision "will
obviously have an effect
going forward." 

Pope Benedict described
his decision to be the first
pope to resign in almost 600
years as the result of intense
prayer and an examination of
his conscience before God.
Once in six centuries does
not set a rule, but the under-
standing reception that the
pope's decision has received
within the church suggests
that it will not be another
600 years before it happens
again. 

As head of a spiritual com-
munity that now numbers
about 1.2 billion members all
over the world, the pope did
not approach the decision as
a secular leader would. While
he obviously talked to a few
people about it, the 85-year-
old pope described it as a
matter of personal con-
science, which implies he
may have discussed it with a
trusted spiritual guide, but
did not seek broad consulta-
tion or a consensus. 

Even though Pope Benedict
and his older brother, Msgr.
Georg Ratzinger, are very
close, the elder Ratzinger
told reporters at a news con-
ference Feb. 11 he was "very
surprised" by his brother's

decision, but understood
why he did it. 

Confirming what the Vati-
can press spokesman had
said, Msgr. Ratzinger told the
British Broadcasting Corp.
that his brother had been
considering stepping down
for months; he also told the
BBC that the pope's doctor
had advised him not to take
any more trans-Atlantic trips. 

"When he got to the second
half of his 80s, he felt that
his age was showing and that
he was gradually losing the
abilities he may have had
and that it takes to fulfill this
office properly," Msgr.
Ratzinger told the BBC. 

In prayer before God, Pope
Benedict had to face impor-
tant conflicting values: the

tradition of a pope serving
until death; the faith state-
ment - often repeated by
Blessed John Paul II - that
God would relieve a pope
from office when it was time,
meaning the pope would die;
and the practical energy
needed to minister to a far-
flung flock in an age of in-
stant communication where
events hit the Internet before
any considered, prudent re-
sponse can be formulated. 

An ecumenical partner and
esteemed theological col-
league of Pope Benedict's
said he was not totally sur-
prised by the pope's deci-
sion. Anglican Bishop Rowan
Williams, who stepped down
in late December as the arch-
bishop of Canterbury and

head of the worldwide Angli-
can Communion, told Vati-
can Radio he and Pope
Benedict spoke last March
about the possibility of being
able to retire and devote
one's life completely to
prayer and study. 

"In our last conversation, I
was very conscious that he
was recognizing his own
frailty, and it did cross my
mind to wonder whether this
was a step he might think
about," Bishop Williams told
Vatican Radio. 

While the bishop would
not release details of his pri-
vate conversation with the
pope, he said, "It was a sense
I had that he was beginning
to ask the question, 'Is it pos-
sible to carry on with a good

conscience,' and I'm sure it
must be in his mind that for
all the previous pope's im-
mense courage and the ex-
ample he set in shouldering
on to the end, it might not be
- now - for the best interests
of the whole church." 

Loosening the tradition of
leadership until death is a
matter the Eastern Catholic
churches and even the
worldwide Jesuit order have
been coming to accept, espe-
cially since the Second Vati-
can Council and particularly
given the fact that people
live longer today, even in in-
creasing physical and mental
frailty. 

Jesuit Father Peter-Hans
Kolvenbach, the former Je-
suit superior, was required to
obtain Pope Benedict's per-
mission to announce his in-
tention to step down in 2008,
the year Father Kolvenbach
turned 80. A few days after
Jesuit Father Adolfo Nicolas
was elected to succeed Fa-
ther Kolvenbach, the new su-
perior told reporters it was
unlikely any Jesuit leader
again would feel an absolute
obligation to serve until
death. 

In a speech to seminarians
of the Diocese of Rome Feb.
8, three days before he an-
nounced his resignation,
Pope Benedict made a re-
mark that, in hindsight,
could help people recognize
both the sacrifice Blessed
John Paul made by staying in
office as Parkinson's disease
ravaged his body and the
sacrifice of Pope Benedict
stepping down. 

Like St. Peter, he said, "we,
too, are called to accept the
martyrological aspect of
Christianity, which can take
very different forms." 

"The cross can have very
different forms," Pope Bene-
dict told the seminarians,
"but no one can be a Chris-
tian without following the
Crucified One, without also
accepting the moment of
martyrdom." 

Precedent and sacrifice
Papal decision offers options for the future 

CNS PHOTO/DONATELLA GIAGNORI, POOL
Aides assist Pope Benedict XVI as he walks in procession from the portico of St. Peter's Basilica for Ash Wednesday Mass at the Vatican
Feb. 13. The service was expected to be the last large liturgical event of Pope Benedict's papacy. The pope announced Feb. 11 that he
will resign at the end of the month. 
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Feb. 20 - 12 p.m., Staff Lenten Day of
Prayer at Wadhams Hall, Ogdensburg

Feb. 21 – 12 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 22 - 12 p.m., Diocesan Mass for
Pope Benedict XVI on the Feast of the
Chair of St. Peter at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 23 – 4 p.m., Mass at St. Mary's
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 24 - 2:30 p.m., Rite of Election at
St. Mary's Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Feb. 25 – 11 a.m., Mass at the Sisters
of St. Joseph Motherhouse,Watertown

Feb. 25 - 7:15 p.m., Novena and Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg

Feb. 26 - 9:45 a.m., Episcopal Council
meeting at the Bishop's Residence in
Ogdensburg

Bishop’s Schedule
The Season of Lent
“From the moment you put piece of
bread in your mouth you are part of
the world. Who grew it? Who made
the bread? Where did it come from?
You are in relationship with all who
brought it to the table. We are least
separate and most in common
when we eat and drink.” 

Thomas Merton
• Pause in prayer before eating to be
grateful for the bounty of creation
and the many hands that     
helped to bring this food to your
table.
• Lent & fish...select seafood that is
good for you and the oceans. Check
a consumer guide to sustainable
seafood at www.edf.org.
• Eat less fast food and highly
processed food this week. HINT:
Shop the perimeter of the store.
Most food in the middle aisles of su-
permarkets are preprocessed and
packaged.   
See:  www.lent45.org
“Lord, to those who are hungry, give
bread. And to those who have bread,
give the hunger for justice.”

Latin American Prayer

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting God's
Children for Adults. Pre-registration on-
line is required in order to participate.
Participants may preregister at
www.virtus.org by selecting the regis-
tration button and following the direc-
tions.

Further information is available from
Atonement Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-
393- 2920, ext. 403.

Feb. 27 - 3 p.m., St. Agnes School,
Lake Placid

March 7 - 4 p.m., St. Mary’s School,
Ticonderoga

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Feb. 20 – Rev. Lucian Leger, O.M.I.,
1874; Rev. Daniel O’Riordan, O.M.I.,
1897
Feb. 21 – Rev. Charles A. Paquette
O.M.I., 1925; Rev. John J. Kelly, 1944
Feb. 22 – Rev. Edward Tortel, O.M.I.,
1901; Rev. Peter H. J. Ryan, 1930
Feb. 23 – Rev. Leo Heinrichs, O.F.M.,
1908; Rev. Edward Blanchard, 1922;
Rev. André Payette, O.M.I., 1976

Feb. 24 – Rev. George Belanger,
1932; Rev. William J. Murphy,
C.S.C.O., 1959

Feb. 25 – Rev. William Howard, 1888;
Rev. P.J. O’Connell, O.S.A., 1895; Rev.
James J. Duffy, 1912; Msgr. L. Kevin
Conners, 1971

Feb. 26 – Rev. Francis X. LaChance,
1916; Rev. John F. Wiley, 1984

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan clergy,
religious, employees or volunteers,
contact the Episcopal Vicar for clergy
Rev, James Seymour at 315-393-2920
or the Victims Assistance Coordinator,
Terrianne Yanulavich,Adult & Youth
Counseling Services of Northern New
York, PO Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY,
12901;  e-mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;
Phone:  518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-
425-0401

To Report Abuse

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has released the following
statement about the State Po-
lice Investigation into an al-
leged scam at St. Mary's
Church in Waddington.

“A police investigation into
an alleged scam at St. Mary's
Church in Waddington was
reported in local newspapers
recently. The Diocese is

aware that such an investiga-
tion is taking place as the re-
sult of a complaint filed with
the State Police by Monsignor
Lawler and another individ-
ual. 

Monsignor Lawler is coop-
erating fully with the State
Police investigation. Because
the matter is under investi-
gation by the New York State

Police and the Diocese does
not want to jeopardize that
investigation, the Diocese
has no further information to
disclose at this time.

As was mentioned in the
newspaper report, Msgr.
Lawler was taken advantage
of in this scam. I want to ex-
press my personal gratitude
and that of the entire Diocese
for Monsignor Lawler's many
years of outstanding service
to the Diocese and his won-
derful concern and care for
the needy of the Diocese. 

I ask you to join me in
praying for Monsignor
Lawler and expressing our
support for him during this
difficult time."

Diocesan statement on scam

Call Christine: 315-608-7556

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NCC
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD

On Ash Wednesday, pope preaches on humility, Christian unity 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Celebrating what was expected to be the last public
liturgy of his pontificate two weeks before his resignation, Pope Benedict XVI
preached on the virtues of humility and Christian unity and heard his highest-
ranking aide pay tribute to his service to the church. Jesus "denounces religious
hypocrisy, behavior that wants to show off, attitudes that seek applause and
approval," the pope said in his homily during Mass in St. Peter's Basilica Feb.
13. "The true disciple does not serve himself or the 'public,' but his Lord, in sim-
plicity and generosity." Coming two days after Pope Benedict announced that
he would be the first pope in 600 years to resign, the Mass inevitably took on a
valedictory tone. "For me it is also a good opportunity to thank everyone, espe-
cially the faithful of the diocese of Rome, as I prepare to conclude the Petrine
ministry, and I ask you for a special remembrance in your prayer," the pope told
the congregation, including dozens of cardinals and bishops, filling the vast
basilica. The Ash Wednesday liturgy, traditionally held in two churches on
Rome's Aventine Hill, was moved to St. Peter's to accommodate the greatest
possible number of faithful. At the end of the Mass, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,
who as secretary of state is the Vatican's highest official, voiced gratitude for
Pope Benedict's pontificate of nearly eight years. 

Pope to live in Vatican monastery established by Blessed John Paul 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The Vatican monastery where Pope Benedict XVI intends
to live began its life as the Vatican gardener's house, but was established as a
cloistered convent by Blessed John Paul II in 1994. When Pope Benedict, 85, an-
nounced Feb. 11 that his age and declining energies prompted his decision to
resign effective Feb. 28, the Vatican said he would move out to the papal villa in
Castel Gandolfo while remodeling work was completed on the Mater Ecclesiae
Monastery in the Vatican Gardens. Pope Benedict said it was his intention to
"devotedly serve the holy church of God in the future through a life dedicated
to prayer." Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, told reporters
Feb. 12 he did not know when the remodeling work would be finished and
Pope Benedict could move in. He said, however, that because the monastery is
small, the pope would be joined by a small staff, but another community of
cloistered sisters would not be moving in. The monastery -- a building of about
4,300 square feet -- had 12 monastic cells and a chapel. The complex, mostly
hidden from view by a high fence and hedges, includes a vegetable garden. It
occupies about 8,600 square feet on a hill to the west of the apse of St. Peter's
Basilica. Over the past 19 years, different orders of cloistered nuns have spent
fixed terms of three-five years in the monastery. The first community was Poor
Clares, then Carmelites, Benedictines and, most recently, Visitandine nuns. The
Visitandine community left in November, and by early December the Vatican
press office had told Catholic News Service that the monastery would be re-
modeled before anyone else moved in. 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)  -While the sur-
prise resignation of Pope
Benedict XVI is a first for the
church in centuries, it also
leads to a complicated pe-
riod of transition that ends in
the election of a new pope. 

Regulated by ancient tradi-
tions and recent rules, the
period between popes -
known by the Latin term "in-
terregnum" - will begin ex-
actly at 8 p.m. Rome time
Feb. 28, a date and time Pope
Benedict stipulated in a dec-
laration he made Feb. 11 for
when the See of Rome and
the See of St. Peter will be va-
cant. 

Normally the interregnum
begins with a pope's death
and is followed by a period
of mourning. 

This time the pope will re-
sign from his ministry and
spend a short period of
prayer at the papal villa in
Castel Gandolfo, south of
Rome, before moving to a
monastery at the Vatican. 

The rules governing the in-
terregnum are matters of
church law, not dogma. 

The apostolic constitution
"Universi Dominici Gregis"
confirms that as long as the
Holy See is vacant, the uni-
versal church is governed by
the College of Cardinals,
which cannot, however,
make decisions normally re-
served to the pope. Such
matters must be postponed
until the new pope is elected. 

Until there is a pope, the
Roman Curia - the Vatican's
network of administrative of-
fices - loses most of its cardi-
nal supervisors and cannot
handle any new business. 

The College of Cardinals is
to deal solely with "ordinary
business and matters which
cannot be postponed." At
present, there are 209 cardi-
nals, and all of them are
asked to meet in Rome to
help administer the transi-
tion period. 

The College of Cardinals
does this through two struc-

tures: a general congrega-
tion, in which all the cardi-
nals are to meet daily; and a
particular four-member con-
gregation, consisting of the
chamberlain of the Holy
Roman Church, Cardinal Tar-
cisio Bertone, and a rotating
team of three cardinal assis-
tants. 

Only those cardinals under
age 80 will be eligible to vote
in the coming conclave. Car-
dinals who are age 80 or over
by the time the "sede va-
cante" begins Feb. 28 are ex-
cluded from the closed-door
proceedings. There will be
117 cardinal-electors on that
date. 

As chamberlain, Cardinal
Bertone is to administer the
goods and temporal rights of
the Holy See until the elec-
tion of a new pope. 

Meanwhile, the dean of the
College of Cardinals, Cardi-
nal Angelo Sodano, is
charged with making prepa-
rations for a conclave to elect
a new pope, and the cardi-
nals must set the time for the
conclave to start. 

The word conclave comes
from Latin, meaning literally
"with key," and reflects the
previous tradition of locking
the cardinals in an area
where they would spend day
and night until the new
pope's election. 

On the day set for entry
into the conclave, the cardi-
nal-electors assemble in St.
Peter's Basilica to attend
morning Mass. In the after-
noon, they walk in proces-
sion to the Sistine Chapel,
located just to the north of
St. Peter's. 

The voting may begin that
afternoon with one ballot; on
following days, normally two
ballots are held in the morn-
ing and two in the afternoon. 

A pope is elected when he
obtains a two-thirds major-
ity, reflecting a change Pope
Benedict established in 2007
that effectively undid a more
flexible procedure intro-

duced by Blessed John Paul. 
According to the new rule,

the two-thirds-majority rule
cannot be set aside even
when cardinal-electors are at
an impasse. 

If the cardinals are dead-
locked after 13 days, the car-
dinals pause for a day of
prayer, reflection and dia-
logue, then move to runoff
ballots between the two lead-
ing candidates. A papal elec-
tion will continue to require
a majority of two-thirds of
the voting cardinals. 

All voting is secret, in writ-
ing, on paper ballots, which
are deposited in a receptacle
by each elector, then
counted. Ballots are taken to
any cardinals residing at the
Domus Sanctae Marthae but
who are too sick to come to
the Sistine Chapel. 

After each morning and af-
ternoon round of voting, the
ballots are burned. 

By tradition but not by
rule, they are burned with
special chemicals to produce
the black smoke signifying
an inconclusive vote, or
white smoke if a new pope
was elected. Due to confu-
sion in the past as people in
St. Peter's Square tried to de-
termine what color smoke
was coming out of the Sistine
Chapel smokestack, the
basilica's bell is also rung to
confirm a successful elec-
tion. 

Once a new pope has been
elected, he is asked if he ac-
cepts the office - he is en-
couraged but not bound to
do so by  current rules - and
is asked to choose a name. 

Traditionally, the senior
member of the cardinal dea-
cons -- currently Cardinal
Jean-Louis Tauran, 69 -- an-
nounces the successful elec-
tion results from the central
balcony of St. Peter's Basilica.
After the new pope has
donned papal robes, he pro-
ceeds to the balcony, where
he greets the public and of-
fers his first blessing. 

Pope Benedict's resignation
will set in motion period of
transition, Feb.28 at 8 p.m.



By Kathleen M. Gallagher
Director of Pro-Life Activities
New York State Catholic Conference

Abortion is a hot topic at
the New York State
Capitol these days,
which is curious for
a couple of reasons. 

First, the proce-
dure was legalized
here in 1970, three
years before Roe vs.
Wade. And while the
abortion lobby is de-
claring the need “to
protect women’s
freedom to choose,”
no one can point to
any evidence that
the abortion choice is at
risk. Quite simply, it’s not.

Second, it’s now crystal
clear that New Yorkers have
more than enough access to
abortion. The numbers in
our state show an abortion
rate of 33%, compared to a
national average of 19%. 

And a new statewide poll
finds that New Yorkers –
yes, even progressive, Dem-
ocratic, pro-choice New
Yorkers – say there is suffi-
cient access to abortion
here. (See page 12 for poll
information)

So enough already.
Abortion ends the lives of

developing children. When
you peel back the masks of
“freedom” and “choice,” the
reality of abortion is re-
vealed. It is unlike a tonsil-
lectomy or an
appendectomy because “no
other medical procedure in-
volves the purposeful termi-
nation of a potential life”
(U.S. Supreme Court, Harris
v McRae).

Moreover, abortion hurts
women.

CNN just completed an
on-line report which asked
women, “Have you had an
abortion? How do you feel
about it now?” 

The vast number of re-
sponses were filled with suf-
fering, guilt and regret.
Stories of marriage break-
downs, depression, alco-
holism. Even the voices

which said they
didn’t regret their
abortion spoke of
feeling “empty” and
“numb.” Most women
felt they had no
“choice” at all.

Deep down, every-
one knows abortion
is not a “good.” That’s
why elected officials
who call themselves
“pro-choice” continue
to say they want to
make abortion “rare.” 

That’s why 73% of New
Yorkers believe abortion
should be a “last resort,” ac-
cording to the recent poll.

So let’s have at it. Let’s
work together to give
women real choices and de-
crease the devastation that
abortion brings.  

Here are some sugges-
tions for lawmakers:

• Drop the push to pass
the so-called “Reproductive
Health Act.” There is no
piece of legislation that is
less necessary or more dan-
gerous than this one. New
Yorkers overwhelmingly
(80%) oppose unlimited
abortion on demand
through nine months of
pregnancy, which this legis-
lation would enshrine in our
law. The goal is less abor-

tion, not more.
• Restore funding for the

Maternity & Early Childhood
Foundation which funds
prenatal care and parenting
assistance for single low-in-
come young moms. 

The Foundation was ze-
roed out in the proposed Ex-
ecutive Budget and lumped
in with 88 other health-re-
lated programs, which
would have to compete for
reduced funding in a re-
structured process. 

Government needs to put
its money where its mouth
is and show at-risk mothers
and infants that we can love
them both.

• Make sure New York’s
policies are family-friendly.
Governor Cuomo gets it
right when he aims to rea-
sonably accommodate preg-
nant women in the
workplace. Of course preg-
nant workers should be ac-
commodated! 

I’ll never forget the time
immediately following the
birth of my first child, when
I discovered that my state
disability payments lasted
for six weeks, but licensed
day care providers couldn’t
take my baby until he was
eight weeks old. Huh? Just
what was I supposed to do
for that two-week period? 

We need to fix any contra-
dictions or discrimination in
our law to ensure that our
policies value childbirth and
motherhood.

• Enact a “Woman’s Right
to Know” law to give women
considering abortion full in-
formation regarding the
risks, alternatives and facts
about the procedure, and
sufficient reflection time to
think it over. Thirty-five
states have such laws on the
books; not New York. Don’t
New York women deserve
fully informed consent?

• Promote adoption as a
positive choice. How about
tax deductions or credits for
families who adopt? Or
funding for agencies that
provide pregnancy counsel-
ing and supportive services

to frightened young girls at
no cost?  This cost is ulti-
mately passed on in adop-
tion fees, which can become
prohibitive for prospective
adopting families. Or how
about a state-financed pub-
lic relations campaign to en-
courage adoption,
particularly of special needs
kids and children in foster
care? Let’s communicate
clearly that adoption is a vi-
able option.

Those are five steps that
would move New York State
in the right direction.

Surely that’s an agenda
everyone can live with!
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Helping women: suggestions for lawmakers

Kathleen
Gallagher

By Dennis Poust
Director of Communications
New York State Catholic Conference

As pro-abortion advocates
continue to push for the so-
called “Reproductive Health
Act,” a new statewide poll re-
veals that voters overwhelm-
ingly oppose expanding the
state’s abortion laws and, in-
deed, favor greater restric-
tions on abortion than what
is already in law.

While a majority of respon-
dents (55 percent) described
themselves as “pro-choice,”
two out of three (66 percent)

said there is sufficient access
to abortion in the state. 

When informed of the ac-
tual number of recorded
abortions each year
(111,000), the number of
people who agreed there is
sufficient access to abortion
rose to 79 percent, with only
7 percent of respondents dis-
agreeing that there is suffi-
cient access to abortion in
the state. 

The survey, conducted Jan.
27- 31, 2013, by McLaughlin
and Associates, found that
only 17 percent of likely vot-
ers approve of unlimited
abortion on demand through
the ninth month of preg-

nancy, which would be per-
missible under the “Repro-
ductive Health Act.” 

Conversely 80 percent of
voters disapprove of such a
policy, 61 percent of them
strongly.

Among the survey respon-
dents, 47 percent identified
themselves as Democrats, 29
percent as Republicans and
22 percent as independents.

In other findings:
• 92 percent oppose abor-

tion for selecting the sex of a
baby;

• 89 percent oppose abor-
tion for reducing triplets or
twins to a single child;

Neither of these would be
restricted if the Reproductive
Health Act’s “fundamental

right” to abortion is en-
shrined in state law.

Additionally:
• 75 percent oppose allow-

ing non-doctors to perform
abortions (permitted under
the proposed abortion ex-
pansion plan); and

• 71 percent oppose forc-
ing Catholic hospitals to
allow abortions (permitted
under the proposed abortion
expansion plan).

With regard to regulating
abortion:

• 87 percent support pro-
viding information about op-
tions and risks to pregnant
women before they make an
abortion decision;

• 78 percent support a 24-
hour waiting period prior to
an abortion; and

• 76 percent support
parental notification for mi-

nors’ abortions.
None of these common-

sense regulations over-
whelmingly supported by
voters would be permitted
under the abortion expan-
sion plan.

“These poll results should
send a strong message to
government officials: New
Yorkers, even those who self-
identify as ‘pro-choice,’ don’t
want more abortion in the
state,” said Kathleen M. Gal-
lagher, director of pro-life ac-
tivities for the New York State
Catholic Conference. 

“The public desires pru-
dent and reasonable regula-
tions on the abortion
procedure,” she said. “New
Yorkers want abortion to be
truly rare. Politicians pro-
moting the radical agenda of
groups like Planned Parent-
hood and Naral are out of
step with everyday New
Yorkers, be they Republican
or Democrat.”

The survey was paid for by
the New York City-based
Chiaroscuro Foundation. 

The Catholic Conference
represents New York State’s
Bishops in matters of public
policy.

How many times in our
lives do we wonder if God is
real, and does He have a
face.  He seems so
absent from every
day living.   

Certain privileged
people, however,
are treated to a God
who is “up front
and personal”.   

On this second
week into Lent, our
readings are about
two such happen-
ings.  

Over five thousand
years ago, Abram
(he’s not yet called
Abraham) is undergoing a
test from God before he re-
ceives extensive land in

covenant.  
God asks Abram to per-

form a strange animal sacri-
fice.  In the ancient
world around the
Mediterranean, this
sacrifice signified a
covenant pact be-
tween two parties.
If either party
breaks the promise,
they will be treated
like those animals
that are split open. 

The sacrifice is
prepared, and
Abram is awaiting
divine action in con-
suming the split ani-

mals.  
He becomes frightened as

a cloud plunges him in

darkness for several hours.
After a fiery torch passes
through the sacrifice, God
completes His promise.  

God was definitely “up
front and personal”!  

We find another experi-
ence of God getting per-
sonal in today’s Gospel.

It takes place on a high
mountain as Jesus and a few
of his apostles journey to
Jerusalem .  

Notice how afraid Peter,
James, and John are when
they see Jesus suddenly
transfigured in light.  The
Master seems quite at home
in the glory of Tabor, talking
with Moses and Elijah. 

The great Law-giver and
the great Prophet talk to

Jesus who is the Law and
who will fulfil an ancient
prophecy.  We wonder what
they talked about.  

Perhaps Jesus is telling
them that soon, he will
bring them to everlasting
encounter with light, as
soon as he has risen from
death.  Then, like Abram,
they are plunged into the

darkness of a cloud.  In the
cloud, the voice of the Fa-
ther, thundering from
heaven, tells the frightened
apostles to listen to His
beloved Son.  When the
three apostles open their
eyes, everything is back to
normal.     

If we’re really serious
about Lent, we’ll take the
Transfiguration experience
as Jesus intended. As he
taught a lesson in patience
and hope to Peter, James,
and John, so he teaches us
to listen and wait.  Lent is a
time for us to do  a lot of lis-
tening and a lot of praying.
Eventually, Jesus will lead
us to the light of under-
standing and joy at Easter.
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Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

NEW YORK STATE OF MIND...

Second Sunday of Lent
READINGS

Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:17—4:1

Luke 9:28b-36

FEB. 24

Meeting God ‘up close and personal’

Poll: New Yorkers reject abortion expansion
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YEAR OF FAITH... STORY OF FAITH

By Rachel Daly
Staff writer

PLATTSBURGH - I’ve known Dominican
Sister Debbie Blow for about five
years, ever since my first trip to
Nicaragua with the North Country
Mission of Hope (of which she is co-
founder and executive director).

Underlying her role in the remarkably
successful humanitarian and

spiritually based work of the Mission
of Hope is the fact that Sister Debbie

is a person of extraordinary faith

In that time, I’ve had the opportu-
nity to see firsthand the fruits of her
labor and that of the Mission’s now-
enormous network of volunteers -
hungry children fed, home-shelters
built, medical care given, orphans’
lives touched, and the list goes on
much longer. 

Yet underlying her role in the re-
markably successful humanitarian
and spiritually based work of the
Mission of Hope is the fact that Sister
Debbie is a person of extraordinary
faith, and one whose life represents
a beautiful unfolding of the kind of
story only God could have envi-
sioned. 

An early stirring of faith for Sister
Debbie occurred at her First Com-
munion. 

“Without necessarily understand-
ing the theology of it,” she said. “
knew that I was being invited into
something special.” 

Then, in eighth grade, she found
herself in Sister Stephanie Frenette’s
religion class, where she says,
“Everyone, especially the girls in that
class, wanted to be like Sister
Stephanie.”

It was there that she started to re-
alize that she might be called to be-
come a sister. 

She underwent some ups and
downs in her faith life as she jour-
neyed through high school, but by
the time she went away to college,
she was “doing the ‘I’ll-do-anything-
except-be-a-nun’ thing.” 

However, a serious illness brought
her home from college, where sud-
denly, all God seemed to be saying to
her was, “Listen to Me.”

Finally, in December of 1973, she
realized what she needed to do. She
talked to her boss and told him she
was leaving to become a religious sis-
ter, and though he offered to pay her
double – DOUBLE - if she would stay,
it only increased her assurance that
she was doing the right thing. 

That very same winter, Sister
Stephanie drove her to Massachu-
setts in a snowstorm to begin her for-
mation as a Dominican Sister of
Hope.

After her formation, she began
teaching middle school religion and

English at St. Peter’s School in Platts-
burgh. “It felt right,” she says. 

She loved encouraging the kids to
ask the tough questions about their
faith. 

She later became principal, and
though again, everything seemed to
be going great, as the years unfolded,
she somehow still felt like she
needed something more. 

A turning point came in 1995 when
she went on a year-long sabbatical to
a place in New Hampshire called the
“Berakah,” Hebrew for “place of bless-
ing.”

There, she updated her studies in
theology, met religious sisters from
around the world, and spent time in
prayer and reflection.

The experience brought her a great
deal of healing, and she underwent
what she calls a second conversion. 

She would later look back and see
this as a way in which God was
preparing her for what was to come.

In 1996, she became a religion
teacher and campus minister at
Seton Catholic in Plattsburgh, and in

1998, she led a group of students
down to Nicaragua to help serve in
the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch.

She recalls that it was there, look-
ing into the eyes of the children, that
she truly felt she was looking into the
eyes of God. 

In the midst of her trip, as she
drove home from the orphanage with
a bus full of tearful students, one of
her them asked her, “Sister, do you
know what the greatest sin would
be?” The answer he gave was, “If we
never came back.”

In time, Sister Debbie realized that
she was in fact being called to go
back. At that point, her words to God
were, “If this is what You want, You’re
going to have to lead me.” 

And she was not disappointed.
Shortly afterward, with the help of
Eve McGill and Yamilette Flores, the
North Country Mission of Hope was
born. 

Now, Sister Debbie makes several
trips to Nicaragua each year, and the
Mission has expanded to include vol-
unteers from around the country and
around the world. 

The Mission continues to make a
remarkable difference, and though
the needs of the poor are endless, the
stories of hope which arise from the
missioners’ hard work and self-sacri-
fice leave no doubt that it is all
worthwhile. 

Sister Debbie says that her role in
the Mission is the culmination of all
that it means to her to be a Domini-
can—especially a Dominican Sister of
Hope—and a person of faith.

“I can now look back and see that
there was such a plan,” she said, “and
it wasn’t mine.” 

Her life is a living witness to the
fact that God is seeking to do great
things with us, and a beacon of the
Gospel to all those whom her life has
touched.

Sister of Hope... woman of faith

MISSION OF HOPE PHOTO
Dominican Sister Debbie Blow, director of the North Country Mission of Hope, is shown with one of the
Nicaraguan children served by the 15-year-old humanitarian organization. Sister Debbie says that when she
looks into the eyes of the children, she feels like she is looking into the eyes of God.
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AT THE MOVIES

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service

Somehow it just wouldn't
be Valentine's Day without a
gooey adaptation of a tale
by Catholic novelist
Nicholas Sparks, the current
master of the romantic
drama. 

This year, it's "Safe Haven"
(Relativity), Lasse Hall-
strom's screen version of
Sparks' 2010 novel of the
same title.

Hallstrom is a veteran of
the genre, having directed
the Sparks-based "Dear
John" in 2010. 

This latest cinematic con-
fection, however, has a
morally dubious core that
will leave ethically conscien-
tious audience members
with an unpleasant after-
taste. 

All of the requisite Sparks
elements are present here:
an attractive couple, a tear-
jerking love story, a pair of
adorable kids, and a beauti-
ful setting along the North

Carolina coast. 
There's also a hint of mys-

tery and a menacing back-
story reminiscent of the
1991 Julia Roberts weepie,
"Sleeping with the Enemy." 

Katie (Julianne Hough)
steps off the bus in the sea-
side town of Southport and
decides to stay. She's been
running from something
sinister but is now deter-
mined to make a fresh start
in a decidedly Rockwellian
place with friendly people
and family values to spare.
So she gets a job, buys a
cabin in the woods, and
paints it yellow, a "happy
color." 

She heeds the wisdom of
her new neighbor, Jo (Cobie
Smulders), who proclaims,
"Life is full of second
chances." 

Once Katie lets down her
defenses and learns to trust
others, her life is full of Alex
(Josh Duhamel), a lonely
widower who runs South-
port's general store. 

Katie warms to him and
his two moppets and, be-

fore long, the music swells,
the sun sets in glorious reds
and oranges, oysters are
consumed, slow dances are
lingered over - and love
blossoms. 

Not so fast, as Katie's past
begins to catch up with her,
threatening the safe haven
she has found. The gun-tot-
ing Kevin (David Lyons) ar-
rives on the scene, having
doggedly pursued Katie for
some time. 

Delving into the details
would constitute a spoiler.
Suffice it to say that Kevin's
appearance is not only bad
news for Katie and Alex, but
for viewers committed to
Judeo-Christian values as
well. 

The film contains brief vi-
olence, an ambiguous atti-
tude toward marital fidelity,
nongraphic adulterous sex-
ual activity with fleeting
partial nudity and a few in-
stances each of profane and
rough language. 

The Catholic News Service
classification is L -- limited
adult audience, films whose

problematic content many
adults would find troubling. 

The Motion Picture Associ-
ation of America rating is

PG-13 -- parents strongly
cautioned. Some material
may be inappropriate for
children under 13. 

CNS PHOTO/RELATIVITY
Julianne Hough and Josh Duhamel star in a scene from the movie "Safe Haven." 

FEBRUARY FUN

Members of the Tupper Lake Youth Group are pictured setting up for the Family Life -
Mardi Gras Dinner held Feb. 10 at the Holy Ghost Parish Center.  From left are Alyssa Tar-
box, Malorie McLear (holding one of the 30 gift baskets auctioned off during the
evening), Nick Rich and Thomas Barton.  

Altar servers from St. James Major Parish, Lake Pleasant; and St. Ann Parish, Wells; were
treated to a “Winter Picnic” at Oak Mountain by Father Sony Pulickal, pastor. Children
and their parents enjoyed an afternoon of tubing followed by a pizza party and games.

Father Joseph Elliott is all decked out for
the Mardi Gras celebration at Sacred
Heart Rectory in Massena.

SAFE HAVEN
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On Oct. 11, 2012, we
joined Pope Benedict XV in a
Year of Faith with a determi-
nation to strengthen our
personal relationship with
Jesus and to share that faith
with others.

As the Year of
Faith continues
through 2013, I
hope that we will
all proclaim, even
more boldly, the
gift of our precious
Catholic faith. 

Our diocesan
newspaper, the
North Country
Catholic is a vital
means that we have
to help us embrace
this lifelong mis-
sion.

Since 1946, every bishop
of the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg has relied on the North
Country Catholic to be a
source of information, evan-
gelization and unity

Catholics who live in our
North Country diocese.

During these challenging
times, it is more important
than ever that we welcome a
Catholic perspective on the

news of the day into
our homes.

During the past
year, new features
have been added to
the paper – Making
Sense Out of
Bioethics, weekly re-
flections by Father
Bill Muench and per-
sonal faith stories
from Catholics

across the diocese –
which offer educa-
tion and inspiration
to every reader.

The North Country
Catholic certainly helps us
to embrace our faith as in-
formed parishioners.

This weekend the annual
North Country Catholic sub-
scription campaign begins

in all the parishes of the
diocese. I know that those
who subscribe to the North
Country Catholic enjoy
reading the timely and rele-
vant articles on prayer,
scripture, Church and reli-
gious news that are featured
every week. 

If you are a current sub-
scriber of the North Country
Catholic, please renew your
subscription in this week’s
campaign.  Why not con-
sider obtaining a subscrip-
tion as a gift for a family
member?  I invite those who
don’t currently subscribe to
consider how important it is
today to be an informed
Catholic Christian and allow
our diocesan newspaper to
be a vehicle to help them
and their families grow in
faith.

I hope that you accept my
invitation to welcome the
North Country Catholic into
your home.

FOLLOW ME

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

At a Feb. 12 gathering of the priests of Clinton Deanery, Sheri King, new regional direc-
tor of Catholic Charities spoke with the clergymen. Above, front, from left are Ms. King
and Deborah Long, administrative assistant at the office; back, Msgr. Joseph Aubin,
founding director of the regional office;  Father Scott Seymour, a member of the Board
of Directors for Catholic Charities; and Father Patrick Mundy, recently retired at St.
Peter's and past regional director, and Almost all the priests in the deanery attended at
the meeting held in the Emmaus Room at St. Peter's in Plattsburgh.

PRIESTS MEET NEW DIRECTOR

By Patrick Donahue
Formation for Ministry program coordinator

The Feb. 10 observance of
Lay Ministry Sunday has pro-
vided us the opportunity to
celebrate with the nearly 800
commissioned lay ministers
in the diocese, and keep in
special prayer the 50 candi-
dates who will become com-
missioned June 30.

With Lay Ministry Sunday,
the Formation for Ministry
campaign has officially
“kicked off, ” providing a
challenge to those in the
pews to serve in a more ac-
tive role in the life and the
mission of the church.  

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
said,  “By virtue of our bap-
tism, each of us has the re-
sponsibility of proclaiming
what our God has done for
us…. The Church is so en-
riched through the ministry
that our commissioned lay
ministers offer to their local
parishes.”

As changes continue in our
parishes throughout the dio-
cese, the need for well-
trained commissioned lay
ministers has perhaps never
been greater.  

More lay ministers will be
commissioned in June; New

Formation for Ministry classes
will begin in  in the fall

The Formation for Ministry
program, initiated by Bishop
Stanislaus J. Brzana in 1990,
has a rich legacy in the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg. 

Since that time nearly 1000
laypersons have discerned
their call to ministry and
completed the program.  

The two-year program in-
cludes eight courses of study
in Church, sacraments,
Christology, communica-
tions, moral theology, social
justice, spirituality and scrip-
ture. 

Areas of ministry include

catechetical ministry, parish
outreach ministry, and youth
ministry; all candidates will
receive training in serving in
liturgical ministry such as
lector, Eucharistic minister
and sacristan. 

In addition there are re-
quired retreats and work-
shops that participants
attend over the two year pe-
riod that help develop per-
sonal spirituality and
ministry. 

Classes are held weekly, in
the evening.  

Following successful com-
pletion of the program, can-
didates become
commissioned into ministry
service. 

The bishop presides at the
commissioning liturgy is
presided  at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral in Ogdensburg.

Sites for the next Forma-
tion of Ministry program
have already been selected
and include Morrisonville,
Massena, and Watertown.
Those interested in applying

for the program should first
meet with their pastors. Ap-
plication forms are available
in all parishes.

“This is an excellent means
of gaining personal knowl-
edge of our faith and of
preparing to participate
more fully in the faith life of
the parish family,” Bishop
LaValley said. “We must, no
matter our age, learn more
about our faith. 

“Let us pray that more
women and men will step
forward and enjoy learning

about the richness of our
Catholic faith and commit to
fuller participation in their
parish through their enroll-
ment in the Formation for
Ministry Program, “ the
bishop said.

Further information about
the Formation for Ministry
program is available from
Patrick J.  Donahue, program
coordinator 315-393-2920
ext. 412, or email pdon-
ahue@dioogdensburg.org or
from the website www.dioog-
densburg.org/formation.

Year of Faith and the NCC

Lay Ministry Sunday: day to celebrate and pray
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LENTEN ADORATION
Plattsburgh – St. Peter’s Church will offer
weekday adoration during Lent begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday after the morn-
ing daily Mass at 7 AM and will end with
Benediction at 7 PM on Wednesday of
Holy Week. 

Schedule: Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. after
7 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m.; Mon. only After
7 a.m. Mass until 9 p.m.

Contact: To sign up for one hour a week
of adoration or for more information, call
the rectory at 563-1692 or email kje-
leshouse@verizon.net.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Treadwell Mills – St. Alexander & St.
Joseph’s Church will hold an all you can
eat Pancake Breakfast.

Date: March 3
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: St. Joseph’s Church Parish Hall

CORNED BEEF DINNER
Peru – Court St. Monica of St. Augustine’s
is having its annual Corned Beef Dinner.

Date: March 16
Time: 4 p.m. to 6:30
Place: St. Augustine Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $8; Children 4-12, $4
Entertainment: Don-Yo DJ Service 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Plattsburgh – The Elizabeth Seton Chap-
ter of the National Honor Society will
host a spaghetti and meatball dinner.

Date: March 23
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Place: Seton Academy
Cost: Adults, $7; children under 12, $5
Features: All profits will go toward the

Seton Catholic “40 Days of Hope” project.  

SOUP-SALAD-BREAD
Altona – Holy Angels will hold Soup-
Salad-Bread Wednesdays during Lent.

Place: Parish Hall
Time: 5:15 p.m. to 6:30; 6:30-7 pray be-

fore the Blessed Sacrament with Stations
of the Cross; 7 p.m. Celebrate Mass.

Contact: Sandy or Fr. Gilbert at 518-236-
5848

TAG SALE
Mooers Forks – The Mooers K of C Auxil-
iary will be sponsoring a Tag Sale.

Dates: March 8, 9 & 10
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Anne’s Church Hall

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
West Chazy – St. Joseph’s Men’s Club
present their Annual All You Can Eat Pan

cake Breakfast.
Date: March 10
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $6; Children 6-10, $3;

under 5, Free

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer will offer a
Lenten Bible Study Program.

Dates: Feb.  16; March 9 & 16; April 6
Time: 10:30 a.m. to Noon
Features: Rita Breen will be reflecting on

themes of Lent Light lunch provided.  Do-
nations appreciated.

Contact: RSVP 518-594-3253 or
toolaprayerhouse@gmail.com 

LENTEN RETREAT
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer will offer a
Lenten Retreat.

Date: March 2
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Bill Edwards.
Features: The day will conclude with

Mass. Lunch provided. 
Contact: Email call 518-594-3253 or

olaprayerhouse@gmail.com to register.
Donations for the day appreciated.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is
held throughout the year every Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday.

Place: St. John’s chapel
Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Contact:  call 518-561-5083 or email
us at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
Elizabethtown – St. Elizabeth’s will hold
its annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner.

Date: March 17
Time: 2 p.m. to 6
Place: Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $11; children under 12, $5

Features: Corned Beef or Ham, cabbage,
carrots, potatoes with drink and dessert.
Take-out available after 1:30 p.m.  Tick-
ets for a cash raffle and other items 

LIVING OUR FAITH
Schroon Lake - As part of the Year of
Faith program at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church and Saint Joseph's Church, "Liv-
ing Our Faith": The Catechism of the
Catholic Church" Will be presented

Schedule: Fridays at 4:30 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Church, Olmstedville; Sundays
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes,
Schroon Lake.  Features: A summary of
the catechism, known as YOUCAT, is
available at $11.25.

Contact: For further information, call
(518) 532-7100.

ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Malone – Join members of the Malone
Catholic Parishes each Thursday evening
for Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.

Time: 7 p.m. to 8
Place: Notre Dame Church

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – An ecumenical bereave-

ment Meeting is to be held.
Date: Feb. 25
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Sisters of St. Joseph Mother-

house, Hearthside Hospitality Center
Program: Kathy Sheley,  Will talk on

"Healing Through Helping".

LENTEN RETREAT
Evans Mills – Father J. Michael Gaffney is
presenting a compact Lenten retreat for
busy Catholics.

Date: Feb. 24
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 4:30
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Features: Covered-dish supper follows.  
Contact: 315-628-4291 or 315-629-

4425 for more information.

HOOF AND FEATHER DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River K of C will
have a Hoof and Feather Dinner, featur-
ing  beef stew and /or chicken & biscuit 

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Date: March 2
Time: 4 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person

DOLLAR DINNER
Watertown –The Knights of Columbus
Watertown Council #259 will be having
a Dollar Dinner.

Date: March 20
Time: 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Place: IHC Intermediate School

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.

Date: Feb. 28
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7           
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; children $4.50; under 3,

free; sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are
$.75 (Please bring your own containers)

Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m. 

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Watertown – DVD “Catholicism: A Jour-
ney to the Heart of the Faith” to be
shown.

Dates: March 4, 11, 18, 25
Time: 7 p.m. to 8:30
Place: Hearthside Center at the Mother-

house SSJ
Contact: Holy Family Church at 315-

782-2468 for more information

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS
Houseville – Divine Mercy Devotions for
the month of March to be held.

Date: March 3
Time: 3 p.m.

Place: St. Hedwig’s Church
Features: Vespers (Evening Prayer). Ex-

position of the Most Blessed Sacrament,
The Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benedic-
tion. All are welcome. 

Contact: 348-6260

VIRTUAL TOUR OF ST. PETER’S
Ogdensburg – Father Bryan Stitt will
lead a virtual tour of the Basilica of St.
Peter

Date: March 14
Time:7p.m. 
Place Bishop Brzana Memorial Hall at

St. Mary's Cathedral  
Program: This "Virtual Tour" is offered

as part of the Year of Faith to help people
taste again for the first time the joy of
Pilgrimage. Father Stitt, who currently
serves as diocesan vocation director work
as a tour guide at St. Peter's Tour guide
from 1999 to 2001.  

K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.

Date: March 10
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center
Cost: Adults, $7; Children under 12, $4;

Under 5, Free; Family, $18; Take-outs 

LENTEN PARISH MISSION
Massena – The Catholic Community of
Massena/Louisville will host a Lenten
Parish Mission.  

Schedule: March 11 – New Evangeliza-
tion, the Power of God’s Word with Mass
at St. Mary’s Church;     March 12 – Driv-
ing into God’s Healing Presence, Mass
with Communal Anointing for the Sick at
Sacred Heart Church; March 13 – The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me: Renewing
your contract to do God’s Work, Mass at
St. Mary’s Church.

Time: 7 p.m.
Features: Fr. Doug Lucia Will speak o the

theme “Tools for Beginning A New Life.  “
Contact: St. Mary’s Parish Office at 315-

764-0239 or Sacred Heart Parish at 315-
769-2469

FISH & SHRIMP FRY
Gouverneur – St. James School will be
having a Fish & Shrimp Fry every Friday
during Lent.

Date: through March 29
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and

under, $5; under 5, Free
Features: Take-outs available, phone

ahead for faster service, 287-0130.  For
deliveries call 287-0130

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.
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OBITUARIES
Champlain – Carol C. (Trudeau) Castine,
88; Funeral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Champlain – Constance R. “Connie” Wells,
60; Funeral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Glenwood Ceme-
tery.

Chateaugay – Frances (Bassford) Gard-
ner, 98; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at
St. Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Mooers.

Edwards - Rosemarie Ann (Adams)
Oelschlager, 73; Funeral Services Feb. 13,
2013 at Sacred Heart Church; burial in
Fairview Cemetery.

Lowville – Catherine A. “Kaye” Sweet, 89;
Funeral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St.
Peter’s Church; burial in Florida National
Cemetery.

Malone – Ernest George Lancto, 84; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Mineville – Beverly A. (Baldwin) DeZalia,
68; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at All
Saints Church.

Ogdensburg – Cecilia M. Perkins, 52; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 12, 2013 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – Felipe Tanglao, 64; Funeral
Service Feb. 15, 2013 at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral; burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – William F. “Buck” Tebo, 80;
Funeral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – Michael Whyte, 67; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at Frary Fu-
neral Home; burial in Ogdensburgh
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Melvin E. “Mel” Bennett
Sr., 87; Funeral Services Feb. 15, 2013 at
St. Peter’s Church; burial in St. Peter’s
Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Marion M. DeCelle, 92; Fu-

neral Feb. 11, 2013 at St. John’s Church;
burial in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Shawn J. Fleming, 45; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 14, 2013 at St. John’s
Church; burial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Redwood – Carolyn E. Coleman Pratt, 73;
Funeral Services Feb. 13, 2013 at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Church.

Watertown – Clairetta A. Kehoe, 81; Fu-
neral Services Feb. 11, 2013 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in St. Cecelia’s
Cemetery.

West Chazy – Joyce H. Cramer Nephew;
Funeral Services in the spring at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Oakwood
Cemetery.

Westport – Marjorie M. (Lawrence)
White, 96; Funeral Services Feb. 12, 2013
at St. Philip Neri Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

NEW YORK – Father Andrew Small, OMI, National Director of the
Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States, has issued
the following statement:  

On behalf of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United
States, I offer our prayers and deep affection to our Holy Fa-
ther, Pope Benedict XVI, chief missionary of the Church, as he
steps aside from the Chair of Peter into a new life of retire-
ment, of quiet prayer and of continued devotion to the Lord.

When I was introduced to Pope Benedict in 2011, the Pope
immediately recognized the tremendous love that American
Catholics have for him and for the Church: “Great works,” he
said to me, smiling, acknowledging the generosity of
Catholics here at home for the Church throughout the world.

The Pope’s decision to retire is a characteristic act of love
for the whole Church, above all else. He has offered us an ex-
ample of true humility. The consummate teacher, he contin-
ues to show us that only in union with Christ are all things
possible.

Like St. Paul, Pope Benedict XVI has poured out his life in
service of God, the Church and the poor. He has not yet run
his race to the very end. We pray for him as he enters this
next stage of his life. And as we do, we commit ourselves to
the ongoing Year of Faith, asking that it may bring renewed
energy to the mission of the Church. In this period of transi-
tion, we pray for the Church, confident that the Lord remains
close to us, now in a special way. God Bless the Pope!

---
The Pontifical Mission Societies were given the title “Pontif-

ical” in 1922 and have special responsibility in the Universal
Church. They are under the direct canonical jurisdiction of
the Holy Father who, together with the entire body of Bishops,
remind the faithful of their baptismal call to mission, as they
gather basic support for more than 1,150 mission dioceses
in Asia, Africa, Europe, the Pacific Islands and Latin America.
The Pontifical Mission Societies include the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, the Missionary Childhood Associa-
tion, the Society of St. Peter Apostle, and the Missionary Union
of Priests and Religious.

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation
of the Faith” when writing or changing your Will

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Statement on the
decision of Pope
Benedict to retire
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Who would have thought –
just 10 days ago – that 2013
would become such a critical
year for the Catholic
Church?

Yes, we knew that
the Year of Faith was
continuing. 

Yes, we knew that, in
our diocese, there
would be ordinations
to the priesthood and
diaconate and a com-
missioning to lay min-
istry?

But a new pope?
Pope Benedict XVI’s

shocking announce-
ment on Feb. 11 that he would
step down from the papacy at
the end of the month has been
a source of sadness, concern,
gratitude and curiosity among
Catholics around the world.

Personally, I see Pope Bene-
dict’s decision as a sign of

great generosity and humility.
It’s rare for anyone to back

away from a position of power,
but our pope under-
stands that the Catholic
Church needs a leader
with boundless energy
and good health, espe-
cially in these most
challenging times.

Cardinal Timothy M.
Dolan of New York ex-
pressed it perfectly. The
pope's announcement
is "is but another sign
of his great care for the
church,” he said. “The
Holy Father brought the

tender heart of a pastor, the in-
cisive mind of a scholar and
the confidence of a soul united
with his God in all he did.

"We are sad that he will be re-
signing,” Cardinal Dolan said,
“but grateful for his eight years
of selfless leadership as suc-

cessor of St. Peter. “
This BIG news along with the

rest of our good news about
the Year of Faith, special litur-
gies, parish events and so
much more offer endless rea-
sons for Catholics in the dio-
cese to welcome the North
Country Catholic into their
homes.

For less than a cup of coffee
every week, the NCC offers an
unmatched source of unity,
evangelization and information
for the 94,000 Catholics spread
across 12,000 square miles in
northern New York.

The North Country Catholic
provides instant Catholic news
(the announcement of the
pope’s resignation appeared on
the NCC Facebook page just
after 6 a.m. on Feb. 11 and
Bishop LaValley’s statement be-
fore noon) as well as solid
analysis of critical Catholic

events in our printed publica-
tion.

Bishop LaValley has urged
every Catholic family in the
diocese to subscribe to the
diocesan newspaper, especially
during this Year of Faith.

And, in this year more than
any other, we can guarantee
that more big Catholic news is
coming!

Renew, start a subscription
or buy a gift subscription dur-
ing this year’s campaign or di-
rectly through our office by
calling 315-608-7556

And, if you can, send enough
for a couple weekly cups of
coffee to help us continue our
outreach online, where every-
thing is free! 

(Check out this week’s center-
fold for the list off all such
generous subscribers – for
whom we are most grateful -
from 2012.)

“I call you friends, since I
have made known to you all
that I heard from my father…
The command I give you is
this, that you love one an-
other.” (John 15:14)

At the Last Supper, Jesus tells
his apostles of God’s great love
for them and his great love for
them and that he wants to be
their - and our - friend.  

The purpose of our spiritual
life as Catholics is to cement
our friendship with Jesus – to
establish a strong relationship
with Our Lord and Savior. 

So, there are times during
our Church year - like Lent –
for us to dedicate ourselves to
doing something to renew our
relationship with the Lord.  

During Lent, we find time for
more prayer, especially by par-
ticipating in the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass more often. The
Mass, after all is our best
prayer.  

In the Mass, we meet Jesus in
a very special way – a sacra-
mental way.  In the Holy Eu-
charist, Jesus truly becomes
one with us.

In this retreat that we call

Lent, we take on acts of morti-
fication – “giving up  some-
thing” – so as to open
ourselves to a better relation-
ship with the Lord.  Lent is
about allowing God to enter
our lives as we again recognize
God’s great love for us and
work to strengthen our rela-
tionship with Jesus.

This is about divine revela-
tion.  We believe that we know
God in faith through divine
revelation.  We believe that
God reveals himself to us so
that we know all that we need
to know about God and how
God expects us to live.  

The Second Vatican Council
dedicated an entire document
to revelation – the Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine Revela-
tion (Dei Verbum).

This document teaches us
that divine revelation is more
than a collection of facts about
God, but rather that God
shares his very self with us
through our relationship with
Jesus.

Our approach to revelation in
the spirit of the Council is a
personalistic approach to God.
God comes to us in way we can
recognize – person to person –
through the person of Jesus.  

Our approach to God is
through Jesus.  Jesus sums up
all revelation for us. 

As Christians, we allow God
to be part of our lives through
a good relationship with Jesus.
Again, I want to remind you
that the best way for us to es-
tablish that relationship is
through our participation in
the Mass.  

In the Mass, we read the
Scriptures, discover Jesus in
the Gospels and find Jesus
throughout the whole Bible. We
learn of his life and the full-
ness of his message. This is
God reaching out to us as we
allow Jesus to become more a
part of our lives.  

In the Eucharist of the Mass,
we truly and sacramentally
unite ourselves with the Lord,
Jesus.  

In this sacrament, as we re-
ceive the Blessed Eucharist in
Holy Communion, Jesus truly
becomes one with us, bringing
us the love of the Lord and
truly increasing our friendship
with Our Savior. 

I often tell people never to
leave Jesus in the Church.
Rather, allow the Lord to be-
come part of your life in all
you do in this world.  Through
this sacrament of the Holy Eu-
charist, truly the Lord Jesus is
one with us.  

May we never forget that the
Lord wants to be one with us.
May our lives show to the
world that we are friends of
the Lord Jesus.

So, I encourage people to rec-
ognize that the best spiritual
activity during Lent is frequent
attendance at Mass.  

Find the opportunity for each
time you participate in the
Mass, your friendship with the
Lord will become stronger and
more alive.

F E B .  2 0 ,  2 0 1 3
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C2 Diocesan Life

MSGR. ROBERT L. LAWLER
Vice President

SR. JENNIFER VOTRAW, SSJ
Secretary-Treasurer
MARY LOU KILIAN 

Editor/
General Manager

BISHOP TERRY
R. LAVALLEY

President

Mary Lou
Kilian

EDITOR’S NOTES

FR. BILL SAYS...

Strengthening our friendship with Jesus

For less than a cup of coffee each week...



F E B .  2 0 ,  2 0 1 3
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C16 around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
LENTEN MISSION
Ogdensburg _ St. Mary’s Cathedral and
Notre Dame Parish are sponsoring a
Lenten Mission.

Date: March 4,5,6
Presenter: Father Scott D. Fobare, pastor

of St. Mary and St. Joseph in Massena
Topic: Celebrating & Living My Faith.

Schedule follows:
March 4:  Cultivating Friendship with

God (living fully), 7 p.m. Mass and homily
at St. Mary's Cathedral, confessions fol-
low session

March 5:  Giving Ourselves to God (liv-

ing freely), 7 p.m. Mass and homily at
Notre Dame Church, confessions follow
session

March 6: Encouraging a Life of Com-
munion  (living HOLY lives)  7 p.m. Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Norfolk – The Church of the Visitation’s
Catholicism program has begun for the
Lent and Easter season.

Schedule: Tuesday mornings – 9 a.m.
Mass followed by a light social; 9:45 a.m.
DVD presentation by discussion.
Wednesday evenings – 5:30 p.m. Mass
followed by a light social; 6:30 p.m. DVD
presentation followed by discussion.

Contact: 315-384-4242 for more infor-
mation

FISH DINNERS DURING LENT
Star Lake – St. Hubert’s Church will have
fish dinners every Friday during Lent.

Date: through March 22
Time: 5 p.m.
Costs: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8
Features: Deep fried or oven baked.

Take-outs call 848-3612

DURING TURBULENT TIMES
Ogdensburg – Dr. Barbara Walker & Pa-
tricia Kelley of COPE Consulting Services
are presenting a program  “Holding
Steady During Turbulent Times”

Date: Feb. 27
Time: Two sessions 10 a.m. to noon or 5

p.m. to 7.
Place: Off the Hook Bed and Breakfast, 7

Butternut Street (off Rt. 37, Lisbon)
Cost: $10 per person, includes meal
Features:    This workshop will provide a

strong start in taking control of grief and
understanding its effect on us and the
people in our lives.

Contact: 315-393-3287 for reservations

CATHOLICISM SERIES
Massena – The Catholic Community of
Massena/Louisville will be using Fr.
Robert Barron’s video series “Catholi-
cism” during this Year of faith.

Dates: On Wednesdays, Feb. 20,27;
March 6; April 10,17,24; May 1,8
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8
Place: St. Mary’s Social Hall
Cost: No cost, but workbooks can be pur-

chased for $25 

RITE OF ELECTION
Ogdensburg – Bishop LaValley will pre-
side at the annual Rite of Election for
Catechumens and the Call to Continuing
Conversion of Candidates for those
preparing to enter the Catholic Church.

Date: Feb. 24
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ST. LAWRENCE

YOUNG CATHOLIC VOICE

By Amanda Conklin
Campus Minister, St. Mary’s, Canton

Our Church is heading
into a transitional stage as
the Cardinals will soon
enter the conclave in Rome
to elect a new pope, and the
youth and young adults of
our Church are more impor-
tant now than ever. Our
Church depends on the
younger generations to up-
hold the teachings and in-
tegrity of the faith. Many
recognize this urgent need
to reach out to the youth,
but aren’t sure how exactly
to go about this ministry.

I’ve found that there
needs to be a fine balance
between fellowship and for-
mation with the young peo-
ple of our church.
Sometimes it can be difficult
for youth ministers, cate-
chists and campus minis-
ters to avoid leaning either
too far toward pizza and
game night or too far to-
ward Master’s level Theol-
ogy. This is one thing that
I’ve quickly discovered as I
continue my vocation as
Campus Minister for St.
Lawrence University and
SUNY Canton. The students
don’t want “fluff,” but they
also need to start at a level
they can comprehend.

I dove head first into my
position with St. Mary’s
Church in August. Eager to
use my Theology degree, I
immediately began to make
grand plans for the Campus
Ministry program. I had so
many ideas running through
my head and even kept a
journal so that whenever
another idea popped up, I
could save it for the upcom-
ing semester. Sometimes,
God has a different plan. I
started off my first semester
itching to delve into Theol-
ogy, even beginning a book
study using C.S. Lewis’ “The
Screwtape Letters.” It be-
came clear to me very early
on, that it wasn’t going to
work. At our first meeting to
discuss the book, I looked

around the circle of stu-
dents and saw blank faces
and confused looks. Many
had never heard of C.S.
Lewis. They weren’t used to
the writing style, and it was
agreed upon by all that
maybe we should try some-
thing else. I left the meeting
feeling a little defeated,
knowing that I’d have to
take a different approach to
sharing Catholic theology
with the students. 

As I pondered what to do,
The Holy Spirit quickly re-
minded me of one of the
most important elements of
the Catholic faith, relation-
ship.  Most of the students
didn’t know each other and
only one or two knew me as
they had attended Camp

Guggenheim when I was a
counselor.  I began to real-
ize that once we had a com-
munity formed through
relationship, then I could
begin to unpack the beauti-
ful, though sometimes com-
plex, Theology of the
Catholic Church. 

I’ve already learned many
lessons from my short time
so far as Campus Minister.
One of the biggest is that,
there are no cut and dry ap-
proaches to young adult
ministry. There really can be
no lesson plans, no one set
way. Every group of young
people is different. The
young people of today’s
generation do not live in a
black and white culture.
They are faced with many

difficult situations and
questions but they are hun-
gry for the truth. 

College students don’t
leave their faith responsibil-
ity with mom and dad at
home. They are becoming
adults, taking ownership of
their faith. They are faced
with some of the same
temptations as High School
students, but in a more in-
tensified way. It is so impor-
tant to not only encourage
them to make the right deci-
sions, but to give them the
reasons why those things
matter, the tools to form
their morality and foster
virtue. 

When children are young,
we often teach them the ba-
sics of the faith. As College
students, they need to learn
the connection between
faith and reason in order to
dialogue with their peers
and transform their faith
foundations into a solid
support for the rest of their
life.  

Let us continue to pray in
a special way this Lenten
Season for the youth of the
Church and those who min-
ister to them. It is certainly
a difficult job, but as a
Church, it should be one of
our top priorities. After all,
they are the future of our
Church.  

Hungry for the truth

CONKLIN PHOTO
Anna Padovani of Delhi, N.Y., a freshman at St. Lawrence University, explains the process for canonization of saints in the church
during a recent meeting of the St. Lawrence University Newman Club. 
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Pope Benedict XVI leaves on a wheeled platform after celebrating Ash Wednesday Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican
Feb. 13. The service was expected to be the last large liturgical event of Pope Benedict's papacy. The pope announced Feb. 11
that he will resign at the end of the month. See pages 10-11 for more coverage.

Bishop LaValley has re-
quested that each parish of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg cele-
brate a Mass for Pope Benedict
XVI in the coming weeks.

The bishop will offer a dioce-
san Mass for the pope Friday,
Feb. 22, the Feast of the Chair
of St. Peter,  at 12 Noon at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.  He has in-
vited the faithful to join him at
the cathedral.

The diocesan Office of Wor-
ship, has provided new prayers
for the celebration of Mass dur-
ing this period. Among the sug-
gested Prayers of the Faithful:
That Pope Benedict XVI, who
has served the Church faith-
fully as Supreme Pontiff, may
find peace and consolation as
he turns to a life of prayer for
the Church, we pray to the
Lord.

Bishop LaValley’s
statement on the
pope’s retirement

The Church, indeed, the whole world has been so richly
blessed these last eight years through the pontificate of
Pope Benedict XVI.  While the (Feb. 11)  announcement of
his retirement at the end of this month came as a complete
surprise, one can certainly understand it, given the grueling
schedule of the Successor of St. Peter.

I have special affection and respect for the Holy Father
who appointed me three years ago as the Fourteenth Bishop
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  The prophetic and compas-
sionate leadership of this man of deep faith inspires such
hope in millions of people, Catholic and non-Catholic,
throughout the world. 

The Church of Ogdensburg joins people of good will
everywhere in a prayer of deep gratitude for this holy man.  

We now pray for the Church as she prepares to elect and
entrust his successor to the Petrine Office.


